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12Friday, Jan. 1, 1926Busy flying around all A.M. preparingto go on the 11:50 train. Finally reachedthe station to find that the train for M.went at 11:00. Taxied home, ate lunch andtook bus to M. Very dirty, crowded &uncomfortable but not very cold. Ihave had a bad cold in my head sincelast evening which was not improvedby our journey. missed Dora & Noonie ofcourse but got to M. in time to getdressed for the reception which wasvery nice. Gov. Billings and Mr. B. weremost cordial and we saw a goodmany people we knew. Dorothy H.was there looking very well, also Judge& Mrs. H. Mr. & Mrs. Weeks, Mr. Young &Mollie Beals etc. We were invited tothe Harvey's for supper and hadjust tine [time] afterwards to get the 8:25train for Roxbury where Dora met us& we went to her warm cosey house
2 m.Saturday, Jan. 2, 1926and after sitting around the openfire for an hour listening to theNew Year's radio concert we wentto bed and I slept as I havenot slept for weeks. Up late thisA.M. & had a leisurely breakfastand did the work. Dora and I wentup to the P.O. and station and founda message from Charlie sayingthat he would be home at noon.My cold seemed some better so thisP.M. Charlie and I walked up to thequarry. Very interesting but gave mea chill it is so deep. There is an oldone now full of water said to be 145 ft.below the level of the road. Nooniewent to Northfield this P.M. & Dora &Mother stayed in. Nice dinnertonight and we stayed up listening tothe radio and talkingpolitics until very late.
3Sunday, Jan. 3, 1926Beautiful day with sunshine. Wedecided to stay home and listento the radio service as Dora said thechurch would be very cold andMother still has sneezes. The otherswent to their church at eleven. Wetried to get the South Church, Bostonbut it was not clear enough tobe satisfactory so we finally heardan Episcopal service from St. Georgechurch in Schenectady, very clearly.Father Lynch called to see us thisnoon as he was on his way home.Dora certainly got us well warmedup this morning. The house was hot.at 4:50 we left for B. Trains verycrowded with College students.Long wait at Essex Jct. where the coldbreezes blew around my silk-cladankles. Home at last to find lots ofmail but none very interesting
4Monday, Jan. 4, 1926Richford Woman's Club Eve.This morning I went out to shopand upon my return found thatWashington. D.C. was calling me. afte [after]great trouble establishing a connectionI got thro' and discovered that Mr.Dale was on the wire wanting meto come to W. to consider a positionfor the session which he had todispose of. I was and am much thrilledTold him I would go tomorrow night.Got the train for St. Albans at 2:30. metCharlie on the train and he is to get myreservation for me. Tedious trip to Rich-ford but finally arrived. Mrs. Puffermet me & we went to her housefor supper. Mr. P. & I talked politicsuntil time for the meeting. Very goodaudience. I did not have my talkso well in hand as usual owing tothe excitement of the day. Refreshment& home. Set up until 12:45 talking
5Tuesday, Jan. 5, 1926Up early to get the first train backto Burlington where I foundMother with a very bad cold inher head caught from being toowarm at Roxbury and too chillyat Burlington, no doubt. Busy allafternoon getting things in orderto leave for Washington tonight. Triedto take a nap but failed. Train leftat 10:20 and as there was noporter in sight I had to carry twobags, an umbrella and myfur coat, change at Essex Jct.& another lugging of luggage.but at last safely landedin my berth. Did not sleepvery well as the air was poorand we jerked about a gooddeal. Very foggy and damp.There will be no curl in my hairwhen I get to Washington.
6Wednesday, Jan. 6, 1926En route to Washington.met Mr. & Mrs. Edgerton fromRochester on train.Woke up this morning and triedto peer thro' the fog to see where wewere but it was useless. I neversaw such a dense blanket offog. The train just crawled andI found upon inquiry of the porterthat we were late. We got into N.Yjust about 9:30 and I ate mybreakfast while we were waitingin the station. I was so sleepy that Icould hardly keep my eyes open allforenoon. We got into W. about 2:30and as I walked down the long plat-form of the train shed I felt abit quaky but when I saw MissSouthwick's friendly face at the gate,and had met Mrs Dale I was reassured.we drove around the Capital, myfirst view of it, and then hometo the lovely Dale house where Iwas shown to a beautiful room
7Thursday, Jan. 7, 1926Clifa [Klifa] Club - Burlington.with an old four poster bed, chevalmirror, etc dating back to Lord Baltimoredays. I dressed for dinner and wentdown. Met Mrs. Prohibition Director -Andrews(can't recall her name) Dinner bro't SenatorDale home. He was silent and ate coldfood unconscious of its lack of heat. Met"Gigi" and "Beanie" the two dogs, also aMiss Jackson, and several otherpeople. To bed in the four poster, tooweary to think. This morning wentup to Senator Dale's office to hear aboutmy job. He was as cordial andaffable this morning as he was cold& silent last night. Had a most satisfactorytalk with him, met Col. Thayer,Sec. of the Senate, and decidedto take the job. Home for lunch packedand caught the Montrealerat 2:30 for home. wired Johnbut he could not get in to meet me.
8Friday, Jan. 8, 1926Went to bed in New York State andwoke up at daybreak at White Riverbut took another nap and was upand ready to get off at Essex Jct.Gov. Billings & Ed Lawrence wereon the train from N.Y. and I hadpleasant chats with both. Homeat 8:30 to find poor Mother illin bed with grip, having been takenthe night I left. She had had Dr.French and the D.N. and was betterbut I saw at once that she wouldnot be able to start back to W. onSunday. Tried to get off from mySpringfield engagement by telephonebut failed so I shall have to arrangeto go someway, tho' just how it canbe compassed I do not know.Late this afternoon Mr. Knapp telephonedto say that Merle Howard had diedvery suddenly this noon after
9Saturday, Jan. 9, 1926Cold and stormy. snow.only a few days illness. Dreadful shock tous all. I shall go to the funeral.Very busy today with packing anda thousand errands. Had myhat fixed, bought a new one,packed things to send home, hadto refuse an invitation from Mrs.Shaw to a tea at her house tomorrow,had a call from Nina whobrought Mother some foodand much cheer. I think she isa good bit better tonight but verymuch saddened by Merle's death.I have the trunks just aboutpacked and I begin to feel asif we could get away by Tuesdayor Wednesday. I wired SenatorDale to the effect that I wouldnot come tomorrow. I shall be gladto get to a warmer climate. Itseems as if we had had fourmonths of winter already.
10Sunday, Jan. 10, 1926Cold & damp. Snow.Mother some better this morning butstill in bed. I got ready for tomorrowand then took the eleven o' clock trainfor Montpelier. The Harvey's had a taxito meet me and I went up therefor lunch which we had in frontof the fireplace. Mrs. H. much troubledby something "queerness" but I coulddo very little to help as I had to leaveat three for the funeral. Found George,Ella, Dorothy and the childrenat the Parish House. I felt dreadfully sorryfor George who looked very sad. Dora& Charlie were there. The funeral wasin the Church and was largely attended bythe National Life people. There were beautifulflowers. I went out to the chapel whereMerle's body was put into the vaultwhile seems worse to me, than putting itinto the ground. Had time for a littlechat with Ella before Train Time. Home
11Monday, Jan. 11, 1926Springfield Woman's ClubSpringfield, Vt.Great rush this morning to get the 11:00train for Springfield. Met Ella at M. Jct.and we had a nice chat all the waydown. Pretty cold today and snowflying in gusts. Left Ella at Charlestownwhere I got onto a green, dinky electricR.R. to go to Springfield where Mrs. Lovelmet me and took me to her lovelyhome on one of Springfield's manyslippery hills. Mrs. Wilcomb, the clubchairwoman, called, also a Mrs. McQuade, a friend of Cora's who mademe think of her so much by her mannerthat I could have shut my eyes andbelieved Cora herself to be there. Mr. Lovellcame home to supper and we had a nicevisit before it was time to go. Themeeting was a success, a good crowd etc.Had coffee & sandwiches afterward at Mrs.Wilcomb's. Then I got the 11:25 car to Charleston,& the sleeper there. Changed at White River
12Tuesday, Jan 12, 1926En route from Springfield toBurlington 2: AM. - 8: and had a great time finding a berthfinally got an upper and tumbled inMy night's rest was so interrupted thatI could hardly be said to have hadany and worse I came to about sevenI felt as if I had been thro a campaigntwice over. Train was on time and I gothome just as mother was about to haveher breakfast. She was surprised butalso very glad to see me. Finished packingDorothy came and we had ample timeto rest before the tax came to take us to thetrain. I was stupid for lack of slip and evenforgot to get the trunks checked until just asthe train was called. Scramble ensuedand finally, aided by Dorothy & Mr.Dempsey, got on. Very tired & found thetrip long & tedious. Got in late. John metus and took us to the Brevoort as Phildid not go and there was no room atthe apt. for us. Unutterably wearybut stayed up talking with Johnuntil eleven. To bed gladly.
13Wednesday, Jan. 13, 1926New York CityMother quite low this morning and I wasafraid she couldn't go. I went up-townto meet Mrs. Orvis at the Republican Club where we had a half-hour's con-ference on the Education Project for the Republican club. Then to GrandCentral where I found Aunt Kate, Jean& Bunny. Caught the bus back thinking we were to leave at one but found that John had reserved seats on the Congressional Limited for 3:05. so wehad a quiet lunch in our room with John and took our time in getting to the Penn station. Wonderful train whichmakes the run in 4 3/4 hours insteadof the usual 5. Full of interesting peoplebut I was too sleepy to care whether Isaw them or not. Arrived in Wash.at 7:45 and as we came out of the station got our first glimpse of the Capitol. To the Grace Dodge Hotel & to bed.
14Thursday, Jan. 14, 1926Washington, D C.Very busy day with a morning fullI went to Mrs. Dale's at 10:00 and she& Mrs. Southwick took me over tolook at rooms. not very encouragingas the $40 one is dark & gloomy andthe $70 one is up two flights ofstairs which mother can't do. Mr. Daleasked me to come to his office, whichI did, and he told me he had madean appointment for me to meet thereporters & photographers tomorrow at two.Home to lunch, had my hair wavedand this P.M. mother and I madea second tour of the rooms and finally decided to take the one at $40which with a few changes may befairly comfortable tho' there is norunning water in the room andthe bathroom is upstairs. Had dinnertonight with the Dales, very interestinggroup there, including Harry Whitehill.
15Friday, Jan 15, 1926The Grace Dodge HotelClear &cold.I woke up feeling somewhat restedthis morning and had my breakfastwith an egg included, to give mestrength for the ordeal of the first dayat the office. The men wereall very nice to me except Mr.Ives, the Printing Clerk, whoshowed me quite plainly that heresented my intrusion into hismasculine paradise; I got very littleout of the morning's routine except a blur in which Senate Bills, recordbooks and Calendar days werebadly mixed up. Expected to movetoday but Mr. Beer telephoned we couldnot come until tomorrow so we stayedhere and had a pleasant eveningin the lovely parlor where I wroteletters while mother read. I wishwe could stay here but thereare no permanent rooms left. was interviewed and photographed by 12 reporters andamovieman
16Saturday, Jan. 16, 1926Beautiful day.This morning I had a quietbreakfast alone and hurried up tothe Capitol, quite proud of myselfthat I found my way to my officewithout asking the way. My patientteacher did his best to show me theropes and I really learned quitea good deal about the office routine.Another man came to photographme and barring that the daywas uneventful, I left early in orderto pack and move to 109 First St.Hated to leave the Hotel but had to do it.Tonight we went to dinner at ournew boarding place and had a very good meal. The room is hopeless,big and poorly lighted and no endgloomy but fairly clean. I hate sucha place but don't know how we can do any better at present. Itis nearby anyway.
17Sunday, Jan. 17, 1926warmer. This A.M. we slept late for wewere both very tired. After breakfastwe set out to find the FirstPresbyterian Church. We wanderedlong and far before we locatedit and the service was halfover when at last we got inside.The church, built in 1795, is ahuge, square building with thehigh pulpit and organ loft inback. The music was good butthe sermon was not very thrilling.We came home by the G.D. Hotel toget a paper but found nothingin it about my new job. Had a verygood dinner, took a long nap andwoke up with a feeling of gloomin no wise lightened by the sad looks of Mother. In fact weare both a good bit homesick inthis gloomy room but what canwe do?
18Monday, Jan. 18, 1926Washington D.C.Rain.Waked up early this a.m. after a more or less sleepless night to find it pouring rain and very dark and dismal.Not very keen for breakfast but went over and ate some. Mother feelsa little more cheerful today butin such gloomy quarters one can't be exuberant. I got to work ontime and Mr. Benoit was waiting to show me the morning's procedure.Very little came in to do and I was all thro at the end of an hour.Thereafter I read the CongressionalRecord for Sat. and tried not to bebored. This noon had lunch at the Methodist Home Cafeteria - good. This P.M. nothing much doing. Mr. Gibsoncame to call on me and Mr. Crockettconducted me to the gallery of the Senatewhere I heard Mr. Borah, Mr. Swanson and Mr. Walsh on the W.C.
19Tuesday, Jan. 19, 1926The same thing over againtoday. Mr. B. says "wid andwidont," being French -Canuckby extraction and not equal to a plain Anglo- Saxon "th". Heis a good scout and has much patience with my many short-comings. The whole thing seemsat this juncture, like a huge cross word puzzle but I've nodoubt that it will clarify itselfby degrees. Received today an invitation to the Vermont Associationmeeting to be held on Saturday eve.at the Hotel Continental which I shall hope to attend. The Senateis getting down to business now  on World Court Protocol so we have to stay until well after six every night. A good dealof the time, however, there is not
20Wednesday, Jan. 20, 1926a thing to do except sit inone's chair. I shall take some work or a book over to readtomorrow. I was upstairs againtoday to listen to the debate - the galleries were crowded andit was hard finding even a back bench empty. I have nowprogressed far enough to identifythe men in the office. Mr. Haskell,otherwise known as "Steve" is a real Down-Easter from Maine.He is Messenger Clerk and I suppose he must have dutiesof some kind tho' I never seehim performing any of them.He is a bachelor, wears very latest Kuppenheimer suits with a necktie and a handkerchief to match, chews gum, smokes in-numerable cigarettes and is very
21Thursday, Jan. 21, 1926kind and comes in after withan offering of gum or candy. He hasa somewhat strange sense of humor,never reads anything but fiction,and likes the ladies but he is a good sort. Mr. Perkins, the Enrolling Clerk, sits at the desk next to mine.He is a man about fifty-five,who reminds me a lot of ArthurFinn. I fancy he has a mean streak in his disposition but he is very nice to me. He is married and lives herewith his wife, his children being all grown up and married. He is fondof giving sermons on politics andhis favorite expressions are: "Inother words," and "as a matter of fact." He thinks he is wondrous wise and I suspect he is pretty shrewd but I think he would besmall and mean about
22Friday, Jan 22, 1926little things. I propose to keep on theright side of him. Mr. Peter Wilson,the Resolution Clerk, is a dearold man, a Southerner of theold school, very chivalrous andcourtly. I suspect he feels verysorry for me because I'm notmarried and have to work inan office. He wears a strange,1870 style, plaid necktie, quotesthe classic Greek poets andloves books. He is very frail andI don't think he does much work.Mr. Staight, another elderlyman with a quid of tobaccoalways in his cheek, is Asst.Printing Clerk. He makes prophecys about the weather, answersthe telephone and is very deaf.He lives alone and has confidedto me that he hates boarding-homes.
23Saturday, Jan. 23, 1926Cold but clear.This week has gone by much more quicklythan last week did; probably because I'm getting more used to the workand it is more interesting. Today was busy and I came homefeeling very tired. My feet have been giving me a good deal of trouble for a few days but , and all this afternoon I have been fighting off a sick headache. I would have yeilded and gone to bed after dinner but Mother wanted to go to the Vermont meetingand so did I, for that matter, so we took a taxi and went. The first part consisted of a lecturewith pictures about the Carlsbad Caverns. Interesting. Mother met some old St. Johnsbury friendsand had a nice time. My head is splitting tonight.
24Sunday, Jan. 24, 1926I planned to get up early enough this morning to go downtown to the Presidents'Church for S. S. at 9:30 but mature consideration decided me against it as we can't have breakfast on Sun.before 9:00. We took the car downtown and had to wait in the icy wind untilthe President should arrive before wecould go in to church, which was very crowded. A fine chorus choir and a fair sermon. Then more standing on a cold street car platform waiting for a TakomaPark car to take us out to Bessie's. I was nearlyfrozen before it came but we finally got there.Bessie has a cosy home, a nice husband and two adorable little boys, especially Roger,the younger one, who is a regular Sunshinebaby. We had a very nice dinnerand a nice visit and enjoyed the afternoon. Came home and wentdown to the Grace Dodge for supper.
25Monday, Jan. 25, 1926Light snowfall.This morning I was hindered anddelayed to such an extent by variousvissicitudes about getting dressedthat I was late to work, not thatit mattered much as I'm not yeton the pay roll and therefore not amenableto the rules. Dull morning in the officebut exciting enough upstairs wherethe final debate on the Cloture Ruletook place and the vote was 26-68in favor of Cloture. This noon afterlunch went over after my iron but ithas gone up, filament all burned out. On way home met Evelyna Pine on the st.who recognized me and spoke. Sheis now Mrs. Lowe and her husband is sec. to Repre.        of Mass. Motherof Mrs. Mosly came to visit me today andon the way out we met SenatorWatson of Indiana, a hale andhearty gentleman.
26Tuesday, Jan. 26, 1926world Court protocol drewcrowds to the Capitol todayand I could not get in whenI went up to listen.
31Sunday, Jan. 31, 1926Founder's Day Luncheon.
32Monday, Feb 1. 1926Mr. Benoit, true to his promise, camethis morning to help me through myfirst day, "on my own", and it was well he did for we had CalendarDay and many bills and so forthcame in which would no doubt haveswamped me, had I been alone.Tomorrow I shall have to "sink or swim"by myself. I was duly sworn in to myofficial title, duties and right to a pay-check this morning and now I shallhave to be on time and pay closeattention to my work. It is very int-eresting and I am sure that, onceI have mastered the details, it will be fun doing it. Came home tonightrather weary from the day'swork but was able to go downtownto the pictures in spite of it.
41Wednesday, Feb. 10, 1926 Snow storm
43Friday, Feb. 12, 1926Night session. 11:00 P.M.Vote on Tax Bill.Much warmer this morning andbefore noon a good deal of the snowhad melted. I was tired when Igot up, and when I arrived atthe office and found that Ihad made a mistake on a reportsent to the printer last night sothat it had to be reprinted I was much dejected. Mr. Ives and Mr. Watkinswere very nice about it but no doubtthey were no end annoyed and I do notwonder they were. Very stupid day, notmuch work from Senate except reports.Mr. Benoit called this P.M. and this A.M.Luthur [Luther] Johnson, editor of the RandolphHerald, came in to see me. Mr. H. has a grudge I guess, as he has not broughtme any gum today. Went home to dinnervery weary: came back and stayed untilnearly eleven. Tax bill passed aftersome fireworks on the floor. Met Mrs. Brooks.
45Sunday, Feb. 14, 1926This morning I woke
46Monday, Feb. 15, 1926This morning I drew my first pay,$120, in good U.S. greenbacks, fromthe U.S. govt. I put $25.00 in anenvelope and sent it to H. andsought out a bank way up on Pennsylvania Avenue whereI waited in line for half an hourin order to get a cashier's checkfor the rest to send home. I was solong doing that that I was 15 min.late back at the office and poorMr. Perkins had to wait for hislunch. He was in no very happymood when I got back but Iapologized and he went, returninglater in better spirits, having hadsome food. Senate did a big lotof work today so I was very busyall afternoon and came homevery tired tonight.
49Thursday, Feb. 18, 1926  Rainy.
50Friday, Feb. 19, 1926Gloomy, rainy, day.Went over to work this morningand found enough to keep mebusy until noon but then Icame home and did notgo back as there was nothingto do that I could see. ToldGeorge, the negro boy, to call me if Mr. Crockett needed me andnot hearing from him I took anap; sewed, went away upPennsylvania Ave. doing errandsand got some flowers for MissShepherd, who is ill in bed witha cold.
52Sunday, Feb. 21, 1926Beautiful Day.This morning I was up early andoff to my S.S. class by 9:30. It wasa beautiful morning, all blue &gold with sunshine and muchwarmer than it has been before sincewe came. When I came back Mother wasout so I went down to the Hotel Plaza tofind her but neither she nor John werethere. They came at last and I surelywas glad to see John. He had to go back toNew York tonight but we had lunch togetherat the Continental, later taking one of the White line busses to go out to Arlington St.Was beautiful and we enjoyed it. Theplace is much more extensive and farmore impressive than I antici-pated it would be and the Tomb of theUnknown Soldier quite moved us andwe had dinner at the Grace Dodge tonight and then came home andchatted until John had to leave
53Monday, Feb. 22, 1926to get his train. He has had an offerfrom the Gleason Firm and is nowseriously considering leaving MurrayAldrich. We hesitated to advise himbut I rather think the change wouldbe a good thing as there is no prospectfor a partnership where he is, at leastnot for a long time. He must decide this week.The Senate took no holiday todaybut noted the day by having SenatorBingham read Washington's FarewellAddress. I went up to the galleryto listen but could not get a seatwhere I could hear so I finally left.The city is crowded with delegatesfrom the N.E.A. and the Senategalleries were packed. Several reportstoday and a good bit of otherbusiness so it surely did notseem like a holiday.
62Wednesday, March 3, 1926"The Student Prince"The busiest day I have had since I came to the Capitolas we had a lot of bills sentover from the House. For the firsttime I could not finish allmy recording before I left. Had a wire from Grace Miller sayingshe will be here tomorrow. Camehome, had supper and got dressedto go down-town to see "The StudentPrince", for which Ruth got ticketsyesterday. Our seats were rather far back but we enjoyed it, especiallythe lovely colors in the Courtscenes and the fascinatinghoop-skirted costumes. The Princewas noble to the core andmost ravishing in his white &red cape. I feel that a capewill make most anyone lookravishing. I must have one.
63Thursday, March 4, 1926This has been a typical March Day, brightbut cold and windy. Washingtonianscomplain but I like it. To be able togo without one's rubbers in Marchis luxury to me and as long as a sooty fog does not settle downon us I am thankful. Grace andErnest Miller arrived from Atlantaand New York, respectively, today andcame up to call on me. I'm always so glad to see Grace and I was glad tomeet her husband, "Buddie as shecalls him. He is quite Western, a goodbit bald, very much in earnest andcrazy about Grace. I planned to go tosupper with them but we was heldup in the office so late by a bill whichwas all wrong, that I could notget away until well toward sevenand so did not go. They plannedto come up this eve, but Grace wastoo tired. So was I.
64Friday, March 5, 1926March wind today.Busy morning at the officeand very busy afternoon untilfour-thirty where they went intoExecutive Session for one hour andthree quarters - usually it is tenminutes. Mr. Watkins came inand talked to me so the time went pleasantly enough. Mr. Lee ?appointment as U.S. marshall forSo. Dakota was confirmed so I haveno doubt he will be leaving forSpearfish in a day or two. I dressedand went down to the Grace Dodgewhere I met Grace and ErnestMiller, aso a friend of theirs: Mrs.Dance who does Vocational Therapyin the Veteran's Bureau. Ernest gaveus each a rose and we had a nice dinner and chatted untiltime for them to leave for New Yorkon the sleeper.
65Saturday, March 6, 19266I hoped that the Senate would adjournearly this afternoon so that I couldgo downtown and get my hair cutbut they did not finish untilnearly four so I went to the GraceDodge and had it washed andwaved with no cut. Busy day atthe office and I was tired. We went over to dinner tonight andafterwards mother wanted to go downtown to a show so we went. Tried togo to see "Irene" but could not getin so went finally to the Rialto to see "Stella Maris" - very ordinary andI was frightfully bored. Two veryunattractive people danced theCharlestown [Charleston] which is also mostunattractive. I was glad to comehome and go to bed. I think itwill be raining by tomorrowmorning. Much warmer.
66Sunday, March 7, 1926Dinner with Senator & Mrs. DaleBleak, gloomy morning with rainso we decided it would be mostunwise to go way out to Petworth to church. Mrs. Dale called up andinvited us to dinner, sayingshe would send Ralph for us.We took the car down to Dr. Clark'schurch. Only a few people there inspite of the fact that is [it] wascommunion Sunday. Very lovelyservice. We got home to find Ralphwaiting for us. A very hurriedchange and we were ready. Had a very pleasant time at the Dales'.Mr. & Mrs. George R. Dale, the Senator'sson and his wife were there. She is aSoutherner and her name was Simpson.This afternoon it stopped raining so I went down to the church to the Lenten concert which was verylovely. three harps and a soloist.
83Wednesday, March 24, 1926Dinner at Mrs. Husband'sHad a very busy day which lasteduntil nearly six and would have keptme longer except that Mr. Perkins offeredto send my work down to the G.P.O. &I left early in order to get ready to go outto Mrs. Husband's. Had to dress in a rush, got a car & rode, rode, & rode, beforewe reached Macomb St., twenty minuteslate. Mrs. H. has a most attractive home,we had a delicious dinner and therewere old friends there, all Vermonters - judge & Mrs. Stafford, Ex-Gov. & Mrs. Gates,Mr. & Mrs. Fairbanks, nee' LuellaMorrill, who was my music teacheryears ago in St. Johnsbury. Muchinteresting conversation, Vermontanectdotes, etc. Mr. Gates has ahobby, or rather two - gladiolii &maple sugar. I sat beside himand we had a cosy time. JudgeStafford brought us home.
84Thursday, March 25, 1926"Carmencita"Ruth Sheppard called me up thismorning and asked me to gowith her tonight to see the Russianplayer in "Carmencita", whichI was very glad indeed to do.mother is all in today fromtoo much gayety so we left herquietly at home. The opera, if it is opera - was most interesting.The cast rotate as to roles and theperformance was featuring aplump lady with an unpronounceablename as "Carmencita". She was nota great singer but she could act.The interpretation was quite a farcry from Mary Sarden whom Isaw in New York, but I enjoyed itvery much indeed, especiallythe very artistic setting. Got aninvitation today to write an articlefor the "Vermont Record", a new magazine
85Friday, March 26,1926Dinner with Aunt Maryto be published in Chelsea in May.Shall try to comply with the request.
87Sunday, March 28, 1926Palm SundayBeautiful Palm Sunday but not so very warm. After breakfast Iwent down to Sunday School and Mother and Aunt Mary came later. They got seats where they could see the President and I sat with Mr. & Mrs. Schram. A Dr. Scheltze spoke and altho' he is supposed to be very fine, I thought it was a very illogical and rambling discourse. We had an unusually poor dinner at Mrs. Bier's and I wrote a few letters. At four Mrs. Mansy and I wentdown to the "Eastertide Cantata," it was lovely – a chorus of sixty voices and the organ. Tonight I vistited Ruth Sheppard to go down to the Grace Dodge to supper: Aunt Mary joined us and we had a very cosey party and a good supper as well - Stayed a while.
88Monday, March 29, 1926When mother went down todayto see Aunt Mary she foundher in bed with a bad coldand finally sent for Dr. Shoupto see her. She caught coldyesterday someway and coughsbadly today.I had a busy day andbeing a little tired from yesterdaywas all in tonight to thatI did not care about anysupper. Emma Hallett calledup to know if I could come outthere tonight to speak but I justcouldn't. Miss Josephine Wood ofSt. Johnsbury came tonight to see me about insurance.I have more now than Ican pay for.
89Tuesday, March 30, 1926The Hatian Debt Settlement is holdingthe floor in the Senate this week sothere has not been so very much to do. This A. M. Mr. Watkins cameat 7:45 to take us to ride. It was a beautiful morning and we surelydid enjoy every minute of the ride.We went out by the White House andthe Lincoln Memorial to the Park andthen along the Speedway where the crocusand daffodil buds and just opening.There were very few cars out and wecould go along in peace and comfort.we circled back by the Washingtonmonument, getting home just beforenine. I had to forego my breakfastbut it was worth it. Aunt Maryhas a very bad cold and wefeel she should have the Doctor todayso I called Mrs. Dale's doctor, Dr.Shoupe, who thinks she will be better soon.
90Wednesday, March 31, 1926speak at Vt. Ass.Very nice day, cool and brightbut not very balmy. Very busyat the office but took a fewminutes to review my thoughtsfor tonight. Got out my white silkdress to wear and found it very wrinkledto sent it to be pressed. How long allthe dresses seem which I wore lastsummer. Then I felt they were almostindecently short. Busy afternoon butcame home in time to get supper anddress for the meeting leisurely. Mrs. Manseyand Ruth went with us. We went to seeAunt Mary first and found that the poordear had coughed all afternoon. Goodcrowd at the meeting and I enjoyedgiving my talk. They were all verynice afterward and Mr. Webb saidI ought to write it for the Saturday Eve.Post; tho' why he should imaginethey would want it, I don't know.
91Thursday, April 1, 1926Dinner at Continentalwith the Shephardson's.Busy day but not too busy.Aunt Mary seemed better whenmother was down this noon. Hada simple lunch and have been writing letters this afternoon asthe Senate were discussing theDebt Settlement and so no workcame in. I went up to listen forabout an hour and heard Mr.Borah vs. Mr. Reed (Pa.). It wasvery interesting but I must confessthat international finance istoo big a subject for my comprehension.Mr. Benoit called today for a minute. Tonight we went down to the Continental; first calling onAunty Mary, to have dinner withMr. & Mrs. Shepardson and Mrs. ChapinVery nice time. Saw my old friendMr. Olney in the dining-roomwith his wife and daughter.
92Friday, April 2, 1926Vt. Association meeting atHusband's.Dinner at the Dales.This morning I felt decidedly low and very tired but afterbreakfast I felt better. Had a verybusy morning. Came home to find mother laid low in her bed witha faint feeling and a dizzy head so she was obliged to regretMrs. Dale's invitation to accompanyher to the Congressional Club. I hadlunch with Mrs. Dale at the MethodistBuilding, and went back to morework which lasted until well on to six o'clock, seven reportscoming in at the last minute. Hurriedhome, dressed, went over to the Dale's fordinner, was called from the Govt.Printing Office; had to get Ruth & Mrs.Mansey and go over to my office insearch of a lost report. Mr. Dale took me to the meeting at Mrs. Husband's andwe were all right getting home.
93Saturday April 3, 1926The pace I have been living at this week begins to tell and this morning I surely was tired and have been all day. Felt too queer to want any lunch but took my noon hour to go down-town to buy an Easter lily for Aunt Mary, some lovely white tulips for Mother, a few cut flowers for Mrs. Harrison, and some lovely red tulips for Mrs. Dale. The Senate failed toadjourn for today but they did finish up fairly early with the calendar and I got out before five so I could geta nap before supper. Went up tothe Congressional Cafeteria for our supper as I could not bearthe thought of ham and baked beans. Much colder tonight. I have no new clothes for Easter.
94Sunday, April 4, 1926Cold but clear & lovely.EasterThis A.M. I got up at six and Ruthand I went down town to the outdoor Sunrise Service at Temple Heights. I was wise and wore my fur coat for it was very chilly. Ruth did not and caught cold. The service was interesting. We came back to Child's & had a very welcome breakfast and then walked home. Stopped to see Aunt M but could not get in. Home, got Mother & we went to Trinity to hear Bishop Freeeman who is a splendid man & a fine preacher. Back to Continental to find Aunt Mary ill in bedwith the Doctor so we stayed, had our lunch there, and got a nurse for her for the night. Enormous crowds every where so we waited nearly an hourfor our table in the dining-room. Saw Mr. & Mrs. Shepardson and also Mr. & Mrs. Ulney & their daughter. Dr. rather frightened me about Aunt Mary
95Monday, April 5, 1926So I wrote Agnes this afternoon. I camehome and tried to get a nap. Found lovely roses waiting from John forus, also violets from James for me& roses from him for Aunt Mary &mother. I carried hers down to the hotel& stayed until the nurse came.I was not much impressed with the nurse, a Miss Tillett who won't bevery much good. I fear. Home finallyto bed. Monday Came homefrom office at noon to find Motherdropping with weariness on the bed& much disturbed about Aunt Maryso I got a day nurse from the registryto go at once. The other one was nogood - wouldn't do a thing, but isto come back tonight so Aunt Marywon't be alone. Agnes called up tonightfrom New York but I advised hernot to come yet anyway.
96Tuesday, April 6, 1926mother went down town todayand bought herself a new dressand a very pretty hat. I amquite proud of her. She willbe ready, next time she is askedto go anywhere. She read todayabout the luncheon which shemissed yesterday at the Mayflowerand greived. Capital crowdedwith tourists both yesterday & today.Yesterday 48,000 people were inthe White House grounds to watchthe Egg-Rolling. Hundreds were atthe Capital too and this morningthe lawns look as if a goingarmy had camped there. Mr. Burke'stwo children were in with theirgaudy baskets yesterday. This apretty custom and the childrensurely enjoyed it.
97Wednesday, April 7, 1926Mrs. Dale's musicale8Very busy morning at the officewith lots of House Bills to pastein. How I do dislike pasting.Came home to find Motherresting for the afternoon soI laid out all her thingsand got everything readyso she could go easily. When Icame home at six she wasjust home having had aperfectly beautiful afternoon. A woman chorus from Toledohad furnished music, also apianist, etc. and there had beengood eats, as well as pleasantconversation with Mrs. SenatorWilliams, Mrs. Means and others.She looks very well in her newgown and hat and seemsto have had a most successfulafternoon. Letter from John today.
98Thursday, April 8, 1926Very warm sticky day and saw my first Cardinal birdthis morning as I was going to work. Not very busy in the officeas they are still busy on the Brookhartelection case so we got out aboutfour. I seized that opportunityto go over to the tailor's with my coatand to the milliner's up on C. St.where I found a very pretty hatfor $10.00 which I bought to weartomorrow with my green dress.Went down to see Aunt Marytonight after dinner and foundthat she had been much upsetMiss Tillet, the former no-good, nursewho had come in last night afterI left and demanded morepay on the grounds that she wasthe first nurse on the case andshould have been retained.
99Friday, April 9, 1926Congressional Club. 3:00 P.MWoke up with a queer feeling and finallyrealized that it was a touch of"nerves" on account of this being theday I was to speak at the Club. Iarranged with Mr. Perkins to leaveat 1:30, come home, got dressed inmy green dress & new hat and wasall ready when Mrs. Dale came. TheClub House I found most attractiveand in spite of several conflictingaffairs there was a good audience whowere attentive and interested so that Ilost all my nervousness and quiteenjoyed speaking to them. Mrs. Chalmersintroduced me with a little poem aboutVermont and after I was through motherstood with Mrs. Dale, Mrs. Hadley, Mrs.Chalmers & me in the line and "received"Beautiful flowers, good "eats", merrycompany and home with Mrs. Dalefor dinner: then ended the day
100Saturday, April 10, 1926Lunch with DickI went to work early this morningto make up for yesterday but foundthat very little was doing. Dick Scacedrettcalled me about eleven and asked meto join him & his sister at lunch atthe Willard at one. I arranged withMr. Perkins to go, expecting to be goneabout an hour but I did not getback until 2:40 and was almostashamed to come in. I had a wonderfultime for as usual Dick had enlargedhis party to include Mrs. Willebrandt,Mr. Donovan & Mr. Marshall fromthe Dept. of Justice, and Mr. Gilbertauthor of "The Mirrors of Washington," whois to be Dick's host tonight for the Gridironclub. Good food, excellent conversationand I enjoyed it tremendously butfor my fear of being gone too long.Down to see Aunt Mary tonight &to call on Marion Gary & Mrs. G.
101Sunday, April 11, 1926Dinner with Marion & Mrs. GaryWoke up this morning to the soundof gentle rain which has lasted allday. Went to S. S & church butdid not care much for the sermoncame home expecting that mother would go down with me to have dinnerwith Marion, but she was too tiredhaving walked off somewhere to churchwhile I was away. We had to waitoutside the door for almost an hourbefore we could get into the dining-room but when we were oncein there we got a very good meal.I stayed until four and thenwent over to see Aunt Mary whomI found sitting in the writing roomlooking jaunty as ever. Home in the drizzle and decided againstgoing anywhere to church thisevening as we are leaving at7:30 to see the cherry blossoms
102Monday, April 12, 1926Not very fit in either mind or bodythis a.m. and made several sillymistakes in my work as I could notconcentrate on figures successfully. Mr.Inman came in to ask me if I wouldenjoy going to the Military Order'sBall at the Mayflower tonight, I feltperfectly sure that I would enjoy itvery much indeed and so I acceptedMarion Gary came up to have lunch withme. Mother spent the day at the wet& Dry Hearing where the Law Enforcementdelegates were given a couple of hours topresent their case. I did not get homeuntil six as the Steck-Brookhart vote  came at 5 and poor Brookhart had to vacate his seat, not but that hedeserved it but still I felt a sneakingsympathy for him. Thro' Mrs. Moore I wasable to get hold of a hairdresser who didmy hair very nicely. no time for
103Tuesday, April 13, 1926dressier but Mrs. Bier sent me over a pieceof lemon pie. Found my beaded dress solong that I had to take the hem up before I could wear it. Had a beautiful time atthe party, saw some good dancing, somepretty dresses: danced with a Filipinoofficer and the Chilean military attacheresplendent in gold braid & buttons.Today the Senate convened at elevento enable the august Senators to ad-journ at two to attend the openingball game of the season. I was so busywith reports that I could not go to lunch.Mother was Mrs. Husband's guest at the Law Enforcement luncheon and didnot get home 'til six. I went downtownafter the Senate closed and lookedfor a coat but failed to find one. Boughtshoes, gloves, & pale lavendar hoseto wear with my new slippers. Downto see Aunt Mary tonight.
106Friday, April 16, 1926Fair & like springMother has quite a cold today soI persuaded her to stay in bed allmorning. It has been quite warmtoday and I was too warm withmy heavy coat. I just must get acoat somewhere or other before long.Mrs. Dale called up to ask if I wouldhelp her entertain the D.AR. Vermontdelegation on Sunday night. I startedmy "Vermont Record" article yesterday but it does not move along veryswiftly. I lack the proper mood or inspiration or something. Aunt Maryhas decided to go to New York on Monday.Marion and her mother are goingtomorrow. I went down this eve toget my amber beads which shebought for me. They are perfectly  lovely and I am pleased to ownthem even if I don't need themone always needs beautiful things
107Saturday, April 17, 1926Cold & windyGot up early intending to have anearly breakfast and get to the officeat 8:30 to work on my article buthad to wait so long for the chanceto get into the bathroom that I wasbarely five minutes ahead of thegame when I got there. Very busyday with a good deal of work, lotsof reports, etc. Had a little time towrite but was not very much in themood. Mother & Aunt Mary went downto the White House but failed to see thePresident. This afternoon the Senateadjourned at 2:30 so I was homesoon after three and wrote a bitbut was jumpy and didn't get on veryfast. Supposed to go out to Husband's tonight but could not leave my work.Wrote until 11:00. Think I canfinish it by tomorrow nightand mail it. Hope so.
108Sunday, April 18, 1926Snow this morning; cold, grey, day.Rainy.This morning when I looked out I wassurprised to see the air full of snowflakeswhich, by the time we went to breakfast,had turned to rain. I have a little coldand was not very keen on going downto S.S. but I went and had a verygood sized class. I did not stay forchurch but wormed my way outthrough the crowds around the doorand came home. We went down to theContinental to have dinner withAunt Mary. Very poor dinner, Ithought it was but Mother and Aunt Mary liked it so well. Home tofinish my article for the "VermontRecord and to get ready to fo to Mrs.Dale's.
121Saturday, May 1, 1926warm.Very busy day and my hopesof an early adjournment tookanother drop. Anyway the Englishtrial will hopefully beput over until fall,that is one comfort. Jame [James] telegraphedthat he would come this afternoonwe adjourned about three so I sped down-town to get my hairwashed and waved at Hecht's.They did it at lightning speedand it looked it but anywayit was clean. Left word for James to come up after dinner and wewent along with Mr. Manglyand Ruth, out to the Fort to see the Society circus. It was fine -wonderful riding - splendid displayof artillery and fine jumping.It was warm and we had towait a long time for a taxi to bringus home. very tired tonight
122Sunday, May 2, 1926Beautiful Day, warm.I was up and off to my S. S. earlythis morning and upon my returnfound James here readingthe Sunday papers. Mother had goneto church, against my advice, so we walked down thro' the BotanicalGardens and sat on a bench in the shade while James told me the detailsabout Willis Moodies' death etc. Came back and James took mother and me to the Grace Dodge for dinner; verygood and I was hungry and enjoyed it. Verywarm this afternoon. At four we started out to Takoma Park to have supper withBessie. Met some very pleasant people,one of whom brought us part way back. Came home and sat around visiting until convention demanded that James leave. He bores me terribly and I am ashamed to admit it. How can a really nice man for whom one has so
123Monday, May 3, 1926much respect and, as in this case, realaffection, be so uninteresting. I knowbefore he opens his mouth, almost exactly what he will say on any given subject.I hate to hurt him: he has been such a good friend, so loyal, and so kind - tookind, in fact, but how he can anylonger suppose that we would ever behappy together is more than I can see. Iam inclined to believe that it is onlyhis Scotch obstinacy which makes him refuse to give up the idea. On the way backwe stopped at the station and waited for the 10:30 train in order to meet Aunt Kate and Jean and saw themsafely started toward the Mayflower.Mon. This morning I woke up feeling as if I had been on a wild party for a week, too tired to get up. Had to andlater came to myself somewhat.Aunt Kate & Jean came up to the
124Tuesday, May 4, 1926Capitol and I introduced them to Mr.Duval, Senator Wadsworth's secretarywho got cards for them to go to the W.H.where they shook hands with Mr. Coolidge and had a most successful timethis P.M. Aunt Kate and Jean wentto Arlington and this eve. we went down to the Mayflower and haddinner with them, very nice. Itwas actually warm this A. M. but a shower cooled the air so it was chillytonight. Tues. This morning Aunt Kateand Jean came up again and Jean took us to lunch at the MethodistBldg. not very good. I had to hurryaway and left them to go to see the Mayflower, after which Motherand Jean spent the rest of the day in the Senate gallery and Aunt Kate went out to Georgetown to the Jesuit school.
125Wednesday, May 5, 1926Dinner at Grace Dodge.Tues:Beautiful day. Aunt Kate andJean took mother with them tosee the mayflower this morningand this afternoon they all wentdown to Mount Vernon. Motherenjoyed it all immensely andin spite of being tired was none theworsewedTonight we took Aunt Kateand Jean to dinner at theGrace Dodge before they left forNew York, and Jean piloted usup to the Congressional Libraryafter dinner where she walkedus about until mother and AuntKate just could not go farther.They brought us home and wenton back to the Mayflower to get theirbags, taking the 12:30 train home.we were so tired that wetumbled straight into bed.
129Sunday, May 9, 192610Beautiful day, not too warm.This morning I was up early. Ruth went withme to S.S. and afterwards we stayed to hearBishop Hughes preach. It was a Mother's Daysermon on the text: "And He took a little childand sat him in the midst of them." The musicwas unusually good. When I got out Itried to find Mother but she got outfirst and was home before I was. John sentsome lovely red and white carnationsto her which were waiting when she got home.After dinner Mr. Inman came over toget a flower to wear and stayed a fewminutes to chat. Later Mother and Itook a Somerset car out to ClevelandPark where we called on Mrs. Harvey andher daughter, Mrs. Field. It was lovely out there,many trees, shrubs and flowers. Came back tohave supper at the Cafeteria. This evening Mrs.Mangy and I went down to the First Churchto hear Bishop Fisher of India speak.Interesting but not very orderly address.
130Monday, May 10, 1926night session.Woke up feeling fairly tired thismorning. Had a very busy day.The work grows more exacting nowas the close of the session approachesand the rush begins. My privatetelephone, recently installed, ringsconstantly and I hardly have timeto finish an entry without severalinterruptions. Tonight we wenthome at 5:30 and came backat eight for a night session onthe Calendar which adjournedat 11:00 having, in the meantimepassed 82 bills. Mr. Ives broughthis wife in to see me. She is avery attractive woman who was aNebraska school teacher before she cameto Washington to work, just after thewar. Mrs. Brookes also cameIt was raining when the sessionwas over and Mr. Burke brought me
131Tuesday, May 11, 1926home. Woke up this morning feelingrather weary and have felt soall day. nothing much happenedexcept that Col. Gibson camein to see me and offered to bringthe Vermont papers in for me toread which I thought very niceof him indeed. Very busy witha great many reports andother routine work. Mr. Haskellill so he had to go home. Letter fromJean saying that Aunt Kate wassending me a book. The sugarcakes came. They have set anevening session for Friday nightwhich is the date for my talk atthe A.A.U.W. Club. I don't quiteknow how I shall adjustthe matter but no doubt I canget off for I can do all thework just as well the next day.
132Wednesday, May 12, 1926Beautiful day but fairly warm. Busy as usual. Notfeeling very well this week,very jumpy and back-ache most of the time. Tonightafter work, Mother came over and Mr. Watkins asked us to drive down by the speedway.which we were glad to do. It surely was lovely all of freshand green with the most beautiful scarlet tulips and purple irisall along the way. We got home just in time for dinner, afterwhich I went directly to bed.Mother is getting anxious aboutgoing home but I hate to have her go alone. John wants to go up for Memorial Day but Isee no prospect of being throughhere then.
134Friday, May 14, 1926A.A.U.W. Club for talk.
135Saturday, May 15, 1926Hopi Snake Dance.M
138Tuesday, May 18, 1926Vermont AssociationSugar party.
146Wednesday, May 26, 1926Mother went home today
147Thursday, May 27, 1926Church Women's AssociationP.M.Rutland.
148Friday, May 28, 1926Parent Teacher Association atRutlandWindsor
155Friday, June 4, 1926Tea at Mrs. Wilebrandt's.
179Monday, June 28, 1926College week - June 28 - July 1.
184Saturday, July 3, 1926Congress adjourned.
185Sunday, July 4, 1926Cool but nice.This morning it was right cold whenI woke up but after the sun came outit was warmer. I did not go to S. S. as Mr.Capshaw came at 10:30 to take me tochurch. we went to the New York AvenuePresbyterian. It was Communion SundayDr. Sizoo preached, not quite so wellas he does sometimes. Later we walkedall the way up to the May flower wherewe had a most delicious dinner. I ratherlike Mr. C. He is alert, intelligent, talks verywell, is interested in his profession andin politics and has nice manners.I came back as far as 3 St. & then wentto the A. A. U. W. Club House for tea withMrs. Monnihan. Met some right nicegirls there. Bessie was there and after theparty she & Bernard & the boys broughtme home. I have been so cold this eve.that finally I had to go to the Libraryto get warm. Strange weather for June.
186Monday, July 5, 1926Woke up this morning not feelingat all fit. The cold weather has con-tinued and it looks as if it mightrain today. Had a busy day atthe office and came home feelingdecidedly tired. Had dinner withRuth at the Methodist Buildingand a very good dinner it wastoo. We later went down to thenew Willard to a concert forwhich Ruth had tickets. It wasgiven for the benefit of the blindand was positively the worstthing in the way of entertainmentI ever listened to. We came outafter about two-thirds of the programwas over and walked down FSt. looking in the windows, etc,until we were half way home. Iwas frightfully tired when Ifinally got to bed and cold
187Tuesday, July 6, 1926warmer.Had good letters from Mother andJohn today which cheered me agood bit but I do feel absolutelyrotten. I just know that I've gotsomething quite wrong with myselfand as soon as this Session isover I'm going to the best doctorI can find and discover whatit is that makes me so all in.It is still cold and gloomy but notso bad as yesterday and finally tonightit has cleared off beautifully. Wehad a night session lasting untileleven o'clock but did notaccomplish much except to pass twomuch discussed bills, the Oil & Gas LeasingBill and the Pittman Silver Purchase Act.Home to my bed heavy withweariness. Someone had pickedthe magnolia blossom I had selectedfor myself, before I got there.
188Wednesday, July 7, 1926Absolutely all ill today. Faint andshaky all morning, Came home atnoon and went to lunch. stayedlong enough to get a couple ofbites and, fearing a total collapseI came back & laid down untiltime to go to the office. Thought onceI couldn't go but made it finally.Had two pages of reports, the busiestafternoon I've had for a long whilewas too busy to be faint so Igot through the afternoon after a fashionand came home to bed. went over tosupper and to the drug store after a thermometerby which I ascertained that I had alittle temperature so I went to bed.Mr. Inman collided with a messengerboy on a bicycle this evening andhurt the boy quite badly. It happenedout at our corner. That is gettingto be a regular place for accidents
189Thursday, July 8, 1926MWoke up feeling a little bit better butby the time I was dressed mypoor back ached frightfully. went towork but came home about elevenfor a while, went back andhave felt better this afternoon. Ruthcame in this evening to saythat she is going home tomorrow.I'm glad for her but very sorryfor myself as the house it mostlonely. There are new people comingand going all the time but novery attractive ones. Rumor of anadjournment next week andother rumors of July first. If it stayscool they probably will dilly-dallyalong another two or three weeks.I'd be willing to have a hot waveif it would speed them up a bit.Wadsworth has come out today on awet platform: Borah - Dry. Interesting
190Friday, July 9, 1926Feeling a bit more like myself todayIt is much warmer with the  threat of thunder storms in the air. I spent the evening writing letters about the History Survey none of which will be likely to result in much. I wish I would ever learn not to put things off until it is a mad rush to get them done. Had a letter from Mother. Ina has come so she won't be so much alone and she seems much more cheerful. Had the sad news today of Dorothy Hodgdon's death. There have been so many deaths among the people at home since we went away last fall. Fred Root, Kate Thompson, Mr. Macomber, Charlie Wylie, and Willis Moodie; now Dorothy. She had a baby, poor thing, and no doubt
191Saturday, July 10, 1926worked herself to death before I came. The Dale's are still in Vermont and Mrs. Conway reports that the effect of their visit has been most encouraging both as far as the campaign is concerned and on Senator Dale as well. I hope he can win. Mrs. Orvis, it seems, is staging, under the guise of Republican Club work, some ardent propaganda for Stickney and against the direct primary. She has a Mrs. Farrar there from New York who isapparently a disciple of Wadsworthand she is strong against Federal Aid, primary, prohibition, etc. I wish I could have headed that off, but of course couldn't, even if I had knownabout it. I sent in my report for the Education Committee to Mrs. Orvis andam through with it. Let someone else tackle the problem.
211Friday, July, 1926"The Merchant of Venice" Greensboro
224Thursday, Aug. 12, 1926Chautauqua begins.
228Monday, Aug. 16, 1926Presbyterial ConventionW.M.S
229Tuesday, Aug. 17, 1926Young People's Christian Union.Convention.Beautiful day but cold.
246Friday, Sept. 3, 1926
247Saturday, Sept. 4, 1926Up at five and off with John McClungto Montpelier to meet John and PhilA cold, snappy morning but verybeautiful. We found them eatingbreakfast at the Hotel, poor Engel verylow with a huge boil on his side,but Phil in fine form. Left John Mcat Hardwick where he took the trainback to Greenwich, sorry to have himgo as he has been most satisfactoryhelp and thoroughly dependable.I drove the boys home where anotherbreakfast must needs be preparedand it seems to me as if I have donenothing all day but get meals orwork up after then. This evening wehad a rehearsal at the Common. Iwas tired and my costume looked aperfect fright. I just never can wearany such mess and I won't. Rehearsalwent extremely badly to my mind.
248Sunday, Sept. 5, 1926Busy day, too busy to make churchas the boys dallied over their breakfastand so delayed the schedule. I haveracked my brains as to what Ican contrive between now andtomorrow night by way of acostume for I just won't wearwhat Jean has devised for me.It is too awful. I did experimentwth a hat which won't be too bad.Cold, dreary day so the boys stayedin and read & smoked. John feelsa little better today I think. Phil isto all apprearances enjoying himselfhugely doing nothing. Went to C.E.this evening, Jean led - very goodmeeting but a very smallattendance. Cold dreary weatherand a fire feels good indeed.John not so well tonight & hadDr. Easton come down.
249Monday, Sept. 6, 1926"Romeo & Juliet"N. Craftsburymost hectic day. Boys had a latebreakfast and I went over to getMrs. McLaren to sew on mycostume. Cold, rainy morningso John & Phil stayed in by thefire most of the time Mrs. M.cut my doublet much too largebut we finally got it somewherenear right; also the brown plush cape. I dyed a man's union suitgreen to match the cape lining &had green hose which looked quitesnappy. Made my hat myself. Hadto get two dinners rushed. The boyspacked up and Rosaire took themwith me to the common where heleft me & took them to the train. Thesupper party at hotel great success. George& Betty Howard there. Play went verywll and we had a big crowdfor a wet night: about $150. Home to bed.
250Tuesday, Sept. 7, 1926"Romeo & Juliet." HardwickI surely do miss my deft-handed andlight-footed Ina. Very weary this A.M.but needs must be up to get breakfast anddo a thousand and one other thingsthat have to be done; also get readyfor this afternoon's jaunt to Hardwick.I made some slight changes inmy costume and then with Rosaireat the wheel, went up to the C. to pick up someof the girls and we were off. I've some rehearsalnot feeling very fit: had some lunch verykindly contributed by Helen from her generousstore: rehearsed, went downtown in pursuitof green hose - found some: suggested to Helen thatshe wear a mustache - was severely repulsed. "On withthe play." Went off very well. When I came out to gohome found a motor cop in possesion of my carRosaire had taken it without permission & had runinto the Socony man on the Gulf road. Theninstead of waiting to see the extent of the damage,he was off, leaving the scene of the accident.
251Wednesday, Sept. 8, 1926Rutland, B.D.S.A meeting.thus laying himself open to a heavy fine. Mycar was badly dented, one hub cap gone, but noserious damage. I drove home, needless to say.He is to appear on Thursday night at the State'sattorney's office for trial. Today has clearedoff beautifully and we got started forRutland about eleven o'clock. I drove buttook Rosaire in case of emergency which waswell, as we had a flat tire just after wecrossed the Randolph bridge, which delayedus an hour nearly. Off again, stopping for abite of lunch on the mountain and arrivedat 94 Grove St. in time for the main businessof the day. Hon. D.C. Fisher, Miss Fletcher, DeanPatterson, Miss Farr and Miss Crumtonwere there. Had tea and started at oncefor home via Stockbridge, were to followRose Lucia, but she did not catch up withus until we got to Randolph. Then ahard drive thro' Northfield Gulf. Supper atMontpelier. Rosaire drove as far as Woodburybut I was too nervous so took the wheel
252Thursday, Sept. 9, 1926Rained hard.myself the rest of the way which seemedlong indeed. Finally got home betweenten and eleven and was glad to goat once to bed. Woke up to find it raininghard which it continued to do all day.This evening I felt I ought to go withRosaire to Hardwick which I did thro'the pouring rain. He was fined $25.00and costs, which ought to prove auseful reminder in future. Home thro' the deluge and very gladlyto bed. Too wet today to get the flowersand vegetables gathered for the fairso that has to be done tomorrow morning.Have arranged to meet Col. Gibson atHardwick or have someone do so. I'monly hoping that it will be a goodday. The clouds are breaking awaya bit tonight. Mother and I bothvery tired but must be up early tomake doughnuts and get ready
253Friday, Sept. 10, 1926Community fair.cooler. Fairclear & much cooler. V. T. went to Hardwick for Col. Gibson the whilst I helped Rosairegather vegetables and flowers and transportthem to the Common. Also had doughnuts to make, or Mother did, and vegetables tofix for the salads for dinner. Finally ready but found that my peach dresswhich I wanted to wear, had shrunk disgracefully - all I had - must do. Droveto the Common, found Col. Gibson with Horace Graham and took him for a drivethro the town - over home, to call on Neil, backto Mills and beyond, then back to Fair. TheFair not a great success - poorly managed -no head - food gave out at dinner, programdragged - Col. Gibson obliged to cut shorthis speech - on whole think it far inferiorto what it has been other years. Col. Gibsonwanted to get train at St. J. so I drove him over there, Rosaire going along. Home to get supper - dead tired - to bed. 
254Saturday, Sept. 11, 1926Cold day.This morning Rosaire was hereso he and I went up to theCommon to help Mary Bailey withthe cleaning up from the Fair.It is a beautiful day but cold.Mary and Adelaide Dustan and several others were there. Mary B. was much of my opinion about the FairShe is gradually losing her naturally optimistic view of life. Just now she is muchdisturbed about the lawlessness of the young men at the Village. I don't much wonder, inasmuch as her own twonephews are among them. Mother & I are both tired today. This P.M. the Buickagent came from Newport to showus the 1927 Coupe and as I had to take Rosaire home, I drove it down there. It is a very attractive little car, notso little either, but seems so after a five passenger one.
255Sunday, Sept. 12, 1926Dreary, cold,day - most dismalwith a very small congregationout at church
259Thursday, Sept. 16, 1926A rather busy day because I hadthe weekly cleaning to do this A.M.and the dinner to prepare thisP.M. not feeling very fit as I havethe pain in my back and side againwhich I thought was gone for good. It poured all day, most gloomy. I went up for Ella and stopped to get the meal at Machender's but could not find anyone in so came home without it. Aunt Kate, Aunt Mary,Jean & Bunny were here for supperand we had a real cosey time.Jean & Bunny helped me with thedishes afterward and there weall sat about and chatteduntil late, still pouring soI know what the road willbe like tomorrow. Very wearyand quickly to my bed.
260Friday, Sept. 17, 1926Montpelier to meet M. G. & seeGov. BillingsStill pouring when I woke up butI felt I should go to Montpelier so we started about 9:30, took Cousin Ellaand mother and picked up Cousin Gertie at Hardwick. Roads very wet and slippery so we had to go slowly.Arrived 20 min. late and found Marion already closeted with the Governor. He is ready to incorporatein his outgoing speech something about the teacher training situation if we willwrite it. We had lunch at the Tavern & afterward saw Dorothy Howard and George & Helen. I got the fender fixed and did errands until five. The drive back was hard as it started raining again and at Hardwick I had to have the chains put on again. Slipperydrive home and I was too tired to do aught but go to bed whenI got here.
261Saturday, Sept. 18, 1926Beautiful day after storm.Very weary this A.M. Went for Mrs. Hansonbut decided not to have Rosaire. Hadto wash the car myself and it surelywas a very large job for the mudwas thick. Finished just in time to get some lunch and go to Mr. Davison'sfuneral. Went up after Cousin Ellafirst. There was a large crowd ofpeople at the funeral and themost beautiful flowers I about eversaw, both alike testifying to thelove and esteem in which Mr. D. washeld. Thought once of going to the AlbanyFair but decided against it. Stoppedto leave Aunt Mary's wedding giftat the Peterson's and saw Marionbut was not presented to the groom.Home and took a nap on the southporch. Lovely moonlight tonightand much warmer than forseveral days. Writing letters tonight.
270Monday, Sept. 27, 1926Due in Washington, D. C. today.
275Saturday, Oct. 2, 1926To Burlington and New York today.This morning I was up early andbusy with preparations for our trip to B.Had my bags packed ready for New York. Miss.McLaren & Helen went with us. It rainedon the way down but cleared up later. Motherand I shopped & I got a green felt hat towear to N.Y. Had lunch at the Vermont.and there met Mr. & Mrs. Harvey. Diderrands until three when Mother andthe rest left for home first delivering me atNina's Where I rested and had mysupper with Bob, as Nina & Robertwere going out for supper at MaryShepardson's. I read to Bob, put him to bedand then Howard came down andstayed with me until train time. Heseems to be getting on very well so farwith his college work but has not foundanything definite to do yet to earnmoney. To the train and very gladlyto bed but not very restful night.
276Sunday, Oct. 3, 1926Woke up to see the shimmer of sun on theHudson River and arrived in N. Y. righton time. Called John from station and wasalmost peeved to find him in bed and witha baseball engagment on so he could notmeet me until night. Could not have my roomat the Commodore until afternoon so I calledKate Wilcox and arranged to go up there whichI did, on the Riverside Bus. Very warm here &smells so strong of gasoline that I'm nearlysmothered. Found Kate feeling better so we decidedto go to Dr. Poling's church on Fifth Ave. which wedid & then back to the Maple Grove Tea Roomon 57th St. for lunch where I met my old friend,Harold Powell, who is manager there. Left Kate &went back to the Hotel for a bath & a nap. Very warmindeed. John came at seven and we went toMori's for dinner. Wonderful food, verygood music and interesting people,tho' hardly prohibition crowd. Home tobed, very hot & weary.
277Monday, Oct. 4, 1926New York City.This A.M. woke to find the hot sunpouring in on me and the thermometerat about 85°. Breakfast at the Hotel & thento Franklin Simon's to shop for some new clothes.Finally bought some shoes and a sweaterbut could not find a dress. This P.M. wentto 600 Lexington Ave. and was present atmy first Rural Communities Dept. meeting.Miss. Hamra, National Y.W.C.A. presidentwas there - most charming woman; alsoabout fifteen others. I did not find outmuch about what was expected of mebut I tried to look intelligent. Met a Miss Taylorwho has worked in Vermont, whom I liked &will have lunch with her tomorrow. Called Aliceand will have dinner with her tonightafter which John is going to take me to see'Broadway". Very warm - nearly 90°at noon. Good dinner with Alice atthe Firenze. Very good show - real old -fashioned melodrama.
278Tuesday, Oct. 5, 1926Hot still in N.Y.Slept over this A.M. and had to hurryto get errands done. Bought a red dress,which I think is very pretty, also a brownchecked tweed for street. Had my hair doneat Franklin Simon's and very well donetoo. Met Miss Taylor at 12:30 andhad lunch with her nearby. She is a veryinteresting girl - not nearly so cut-and-dried as some of them; she has beenin Vermont recently making a surveyof the rural school teachers and told me manyinteresting things about them. After lunchI did more errands, bought gloves, etc.and met Phyllis in time for dinnerWhich we had at the Commodore. She hadan engagement for evening so left early.John came at eight and we wentto see "Cavalieria American," a very clevermusical comedy - a satire on Americanmodes & manners. Very warm in thetheatre and even worse outside.
279Wednesday, Oct. 6, 1926Brattleboro Woman's Club.P.M.Mrs. Howard Rice in charge.Took an eight o'clock train from N.Y. forBrattleboro - raining - a hot, stupid ride -terrible lunch on train. Arrived at B.in time for the club meeting. Col. Gibsonwas at the train and also a very nicelady with a car who took me up toMrs. Rice's home where I changed my dress, telephoned home, etc. Splendidgroup of women to whom it was a pleasureto speak. My legislative acquaintances,Mr. Maynard and Mr. Crane were there,also Mrs. Margaret Farber, who presided.Very well dressed and very intelligentaudience but I was really too tired anddistracted to do my best. Had tea andthen back to Mrs. Rice's to change my dressand get train for White River. Upon arrivingthere found that the hotel was full andno outside rooms available. Telephoned Mrs.Watson & Mr. W. came down and took meup there for the night, Grand visit and
280Thursday, Oct. 7, 1926Hartford, Vt Harvest Dinnera pleasant time but the best part wasgetting to bed where I was asleep almostinstantly. Up for breakfast to find the skyclearing and much cooler. After breakfast.Mr. & Mrs. Watson took me in the car, fora lovely drive over to Hanover where wevisited the Dartmouth gymnasium andsaw all the other buildings from the outside.Back to a delicious lunch with fish,ordered especially for me, and twopieces of pie. Then I spent an hour lookingaround the garden and was just beginningto get worried about Glen when he appearedand we soon left for home. Meantime it hadcleared off beautifully and the autumncolors were especially gorgeous - I don't think I ever sawanything lovelier than the hillsides up thro'Williamstown Gulf, a route I had nevertaken before. I just can't forget how the redmaples stood out against the brown of thehillside & the green of the furs. We got
281Friday, Oct. 8, 1926home in good time, even before motherexpected us and were regally fed onScotch broth etc. I find I'm very tired,which I suppose is not to be wonderedat at all, considering the week'sschedule which is behind me.Found Mother rather tired but ingood spirits and looking forwardto having John home next week. Shehad been entertained over at Jean'sand had attended the dedication ofthe new Methodist Church on Wednesdayat the village, as well as the HarvestDinner at the church on Thursday forwhich she had to make a Boiled Dinner.Mrs. Kendrick undertook to reprove her forbeing too tired, after having done that, tocome to the dinner itself, but I havelaughed her out of her worry over that.sorry to miss these local events myselfbut one cannot be everywhere.
285Tuesday, Oct. 12, 1926Trip to Castleton.Today has been one of the most perfect falldays I ever saw. We hurried with ourwork this morning and at one o'clockleft for our trip to Castleton. We gathered BarbaraDavison in as we went and took a newroute, thro' Waterbury, Waitsfield, Warrenand down thro' Granville Gulf toRochester. The woods are beautiful, allred and gold, and the loveliest softhaze hung over everything. The tripthro' the Gulf was as beautiful a rideas I've ever taken in Vermont, tho awild, lonesome forest with a stream overwhich the highway crossed and recrossedmany times. We were charmed with Rochesterand I would have liked to stop to call on Mr. &Mrs. Edgerton but had not time. Left Barbaraat Proctor and went on to Castleton wherewe arrived about nine o'clock. Got abite of lunch in the village and then upto school. much fuss made over us by C.S.W.
286Wednesday, Oct. 13, 1926saw the school building and were mostregally entertained by everybody concerned.Lovely room to sleep in and I was readyfor itWestern District, Vermont Federationof Women's Clubs, Poultney, 11:00 A.M.Woke up rather reluctantly this A.M. feelingthat more sleep would be nice. Had breakfastin the dormitory dining-room with Miss. W. allvery pleasant. Went to chapel - Mr. Dempsey andDr. Winship there: all spoke - had to hurryaway to get to Poultney for meeting at 10:30. Gotoff road once - hazy smoky day. lovely rideto Poultney. Got there in time - good crowd,interesting reports from clubs - Mrs. Prestonpresiding - not too well. I spoke before lunch &got on well enough. Had dinner at the hotelwhile Gertrude Murphy Derveu took chargeof Mother. Met Katherine Morse of Amherst. InP.M. Mrs. Frances Parkinson Keyes spoke - very interestingbut much too long. We had to leave at midst - cameout to find it pouring rain. Gertrude beggedus to stay for supper but I felt we mustget on so we started. It simply deluged
287Thursday, Oct. 14, 1926rain but Glen was gone and aftera while we got to Proctor where Mertiepersuaded us to stop and have supperbefore going on which I was glad enoughto do. She has a most attractive little homeand an adorable young son, Jack, We gatheredBarbara in and got started home abouteleven thirty. It poured all the way overSherburne mountain and to Bethel butstopped there so I relieved Glenn and drovethe rest of the way. Several near accidents butno actual ones so me reached homesafely about midnight whereupon wemade a fire and had hot cocoa andso to bed. Today has been lovely andso Barbara and I went to Morrisvillewhere we visited P.A. and made afew calls. I left Barbara at her houseon the way home and we cameon to find Mother with supper allready. Very tired so to bed.
293Wednesday, Oct. 20, 1926Oyster Supper, Seaver School
294Thursday, Oct. 21, 1926Montpelier A.U.U.W and Vt. WomenTeacher's Club.
298Monday, Oct. 25, 1926Hectic day. Gloomy with rain. Manyhousehold duties and in additionhad to go up into the store room andelsewhere seeking out properties, decorations,etc. for the Halloween Party. Too wet toget leaves or corn for that purpose asit poured all P.M. Glen & Ina helpedat church and we got quite abit done when in a sudden gustof wind, all the lights went out anddid not come on again. Most unpleasantevening as we had to resort to kerosenelamps, which smelled to high heaven, andcandles, which dripped grease over everythingMother too tired to move after supper soI sent her to bed and washed dishes bycandle light which John repaired to the P.O.to chat with Neil. Started picking upthings ready to pack but so tiredfinally gave up and went to bed.
299Tuesday, Oct. 26, 1926Halloween Party - Hill.Republican Rally, Orleans.Most hectic day - housework all A.M.Mother not feeling at all well. Overto Jean's for lunch and then Glen& I went to the church to finish thedecorations for tonight's party. Weworked hard all afternoon andgot through just in time for supper.The church certainly looked very well.Ina was there to help. Glen took her home& then it was time to get started forOrleans. Roads fine, good trip outthere. Met at the hotel and wasescorted by the band to the hall.Mrs. Alice Rowell, Mr. Gilpin, Mr.Prouty, Mr. Cushing of St. Albans,and Congressman Brigham spoke. Veryenthusiastic audience and a goodcrowd. Saw Mr. & Mrs. Sanders, alsothe Leonard's from Glover where Iam to speak tomorrow night. Tho'tmy speech tonight "went over" pretty well
300Wednesday, Oct. 27, 1926Spent balance of morning conductingMr. Gelpin & Judge Weeks around the townto the various school houses. Cold, drearyRutland Community Club.(Evening - Tallk on Washington).Marion Gary telephoned to say she wouldlet me off from my date in Rutlandin view of the political activities in whichI must needs be engaged this week. TodayJohn has been hunting and I havebeen busy at home. Tonight it hascleared off very cold and the driveto Glover this evening was a bit chilly.John & Mother went along, much to mysatisfaction. Hall was full and the audiencewas attentive. Judge Weeks, Mr. Brownlee, MrGilpin and I spoke, Mr. Leonard presiding.Very good meeting. Afterwards we went overto the church & had light refreshmentsbefore the ride home. Met for the first timein twenty years, my old school mate,Gertie Mason, now Mrs. Merriam andmother of two very pretty daughters. Coldride home but beautiful withmoonlight & frost on the grass.
301Thursday, Oct. 28, 1926Beautiful day.(Y.M.CA. Council at Rutland,)11:00 A.M. Republican Rally atNewport. Busy morning. Left at10:30 for Newport. Lattie & Ham along.flat tire but got there in time. Hada very good lunch at Masonic Hall.and, because of failure of Mr. Gibsonto arrive, was drafted to speakalong with Weeks, Jackson andthe county candidates. Liked Jacksonvery much. Crowd nut [not] large. butvery attentive. Drove home as guideto Mr. Jackson & Mr. Weeks. Beautifulevening, clear, cold, and snappy.Mother had supper ready - hotsoup which was most welcometo me and even more so to Glenn.Was scheduled for a Town Committeemeeting but called Leo & got offas I was just too tired to go.John feeling much better today.
302Friday, Oct. 29, 1926John is feeling much better todayand went off hunting with much of his ancient vim. Aunt Kateleft for New York this morning bymotor. Busy day with arrears of housekeeping and much outdoor work to look after. Mother has beengetting very tired, due to my protracted absences and no help so I havetried to have her rest today. Aftersupper Glen drove me to the Village to a meeting of the Town Committee at which we added Geo.Alberton, Wendell Sage & Leo Williamsto the Committee; Let Glen take the car to go to the Common to the facultysocial. Worked late on letters and clearing up odds & ends in mydesk, preparatory to packing on Monday. To bed finally at one A. M. very weary.
303Saturday, Oct. 30, 1926Lovely morning.ending in heavy rain storm.This morning the sun was shiningand I felt compelled to go to Burlingtonin spite of Mother's objection. Helen wentwith us. and we made good time,arriving at the Ethan Allan Club promptly for the Alumni Councilmeeting, which however, was so late in starting that I was obliged to leave in the midst, in order to keepan appointment with Guy Baileyat which time I tried to sound himon the Castleton matter and at the same time gave him a line on what the A. A. U. W. are planning. Had a lovely lunch at Hotel Vt., not daringto take time enough for the Alumni affairGot to dentist on time. Got my fur coat &started home early. Rained all the way.Had a blow-out near Morrisville; delay of two hours, had to buy new tire - homejust in time to get John to train.
304Sunday, Oct. 31, 1926Gloomy day, cold, dreary.Slept late this morning but did manage to get the church where I had to play, Alice being absent.Good congregation, fair sermon.Spoke to Will Anderson's class to urgethem to attend C. E. this winter. Taughtboys class - very few there. Home &to Jean's for dinner where we had a very good feed. Home early to writesome pressing letters and get thingspacked. Drove over to Mrs. Hanson's& gave Guy the ukelele which I trust he can learn to play. Down to settle with Glen and homeagain. Roads very muddy - cara sight. This evening went to C. E.John Hudyn, leader, did not live upso we had a "Round Robin", meeting which was very successful.Voted to have meetings in theP. M. hereafter to get younger ones.
305Monday, Nov. 1, 192621Clear & cold.Hardwick Fortnightly Club. Evening.Started in packing in earnest todayand managed to accomplish a good bit. Clifford came to helpwith various duties, notably towash the car, which was as dirtyas it ever had been since I hadit. It took him three hours to clean it and even then I had to help at the last. I had nota moment until after supper to think about my speech and was too tired then to do it justice.Drove my own self to Hardwick, picking up Clifford & Annie for company on the way. Very cold so I waschilled when I got there. Had a fairly good audience, very attentive. Uneventful trip homeand to my bed quickly. Wore my new red dress. Liked it.
306Tuesday, Nov. 2, 1926Election Day. Snow & blizzardLeo Williams elected.Typical election day weather withthe ground white with snow andmore falling. I could not bear to getmy clean car all dirt again soI asked Jean if we might ridewith her. The morning was veryhectic with packing and closingmany last things outside. Cliffordcame and helped cover the rose-bushes, put in windows, etc. Wewent down to vote at 2:00 andstayed until the box was turned.Lev, of course, was elected, tho' therewere 26 votes for Cowles and manyblanks. No news yet of the stateelection but I think Cowles willget it. Busy evening. Helen wasin and also Jean. Worked atmy desk until after midnightclearing up various odds &ends. To bed, very weary.
307Wednesday, Nov. 3, 1926Left E. Craftsbury for Washington, via Montpelier.Storming, snow.I woke this morning with the feelingthat I could never get all done thathad to be done but with Ina tohelp, I got on nicely. We had dinnerat Helen's, a good one too, and Iwas quite hungry enough toenjoy it thoroughly. Brewstercame a half hour before I hadtold him to so I was not ready butwe managed to finish shortly andhe drove us to Montpelier where wemet Dora, Charlie & Miss Noonan.Had supper together at "The Tavern,"and rode as far as Roxbury withthem. Then we got speedily to ourbeds but it was so hot & closethat I could not get to sleep. Iremembered at M. that I forgotto pul away the typewriter and lockthe safe but I phoned Bunny whosaid Jean would do it for me.
308Thursday, Nov. 4, 1926Beautiful Day but cold.Woke up to find myself, in Washingtonalmost New Yorkand after a hectic scramble gotdressed. We were on time buthad enough leeway to get breakfaston the train. Saw Mr. Olie Greenefrom Morrisville on the train enroute for Florida. John met us and tookus to the Pa. Hotel but not being able to getthe room which he had enjoyed until P.M.we changed to the Martinique. Went toFranklin Simon's and got a coat forMother, also a dress, wisteria georgetteand a plain red crepella office dressfor myself. Had lunch at Child's andthen to Altman's where Mother founda plain shirt dress, very pretty. I hada nice shamppo & wave at Franklin's &then home for a nap before dinnerto which John took us at the Waldorf.not feeling very good. Took train at 10: &got right to bed, not to sleep for some
309Friday, Nov. 5, 1926warmtime. Better night than last night,however:for it was so warm that I had avery unattractive night on the sleeper:This morning I woke up reluctantlyand only the spur of necessity droveme to get up and dress. Went tothe office and found Mr. Perkins,Mr. Haskell and Mr. Bailey alreadyon duty, the others to appear inforce on Monday or Tuesday.All indications point to the factthat the impeachment proceedingswill not come off, Judge Englishhaving resigned, so I do not quiteknow what my schedule willbe for the next month but Ishall no doubt be on duty partof each day anyway. I got "WildGeese" at the library and retiredwith it to my bed this P. M.After dinner I went down tomeet Mother who had a nicetrip on the Congressional Limited.To bed, very weary.
310Saturday, Nov. 6, 1926warm and sultry.I decided not to go to the office today,there being nothing much to do thereanyway but instead we went down-town to do some necessary errandsand see about trunks etc. It wasso warm that a coat and wooldress were a burden. I left mybeads to be fixed, my dress to be dyedand got some necessary adjunctsto the toilet in the form of soap, powder,also two pairs of new corsets which costme $32.00. I shall never put on the oneswhich hurt me again. We have decidedto move, the first of the week, to the firstfloor room in order to avoid the stairs which do not get any shorter.Had a letter from Jean today. Alsowrote several. We were going tothe movies tonight but thoughtbetter of it and went to bedearly instead.
311Sunday, Nov. 7, 1926Washington, D. C.Warm,sultry day.This morning I woke up with agreat feeling of depression notlightened by the consciousness thatmy back was still very lame andthat my poor stomach was none toogood. A warm, sultry day. After breakfast we dressed for churchand went down to the New YorkAve. Presbyterian where we hearda very good Armistice Daysermon by Dr. Sizoo on the text:"Sir we would see Jesus." He calledit "The Eternal Quest." A gooddinner and a nap restored mesomewhat and this evening wehad supper at the Congressional,after which we went over B St.and across the park to aPresbyterian church where thetallest man I ever saw preacheda very obvious sermon.
312Monday, Nov. 8, 1926To the office this morning andstayed all morning, though therewas very little to do. After lunchMr. W. asked me to go to drive andwe went out thro' the Park andalong the Creek; very beautifulrusset coloring, everywhere, withbirds and a good deal of greengrass & some late flowers. Cameback via F st. & stopped for anorangeade. Unpacked some tonightand also moved downstairs as totrunks but must wait until tomorrowto finish. This evening Mother and I went to see "Bardeley, the Magnificent,very good - Louis XIII, well done. I stillfeel very lame as to my back andwish I could feel real fit beforework actually begins. Very warm &uncomfortable tonight with no airto speak of - close.
313Tuesday, Nov. 9, 1926Woke up feeling less rested thanwhen I went to bed, due to breathlessair and hard bed. Today wemoved downstairs and I thinkwe should like it very much as wehave a larger room with a hugebay window and we share ourbathroom with only one other person.Came home early today to and worked with perspiration pouringoff the end of my nose, until nearlysix. No air stirring and thisevening a drizzly rain began to fall.Had a sharp thunder storm this P.M.and tonight's papers tell of a tornadoat La Plata, Md. where 66 schoolchildren were killed. Wind risinghere this evening and it is abit cooler. Hope to get some sleeptonight.
314Wednesday, Nov. 10, 1926Senate Convenes -Slightly cooler today but I'm stilltoo tired from the orgy at home to feel fit at all. went to the officebut came home early as there wasvery little to do there and a great dealto do here by way of straighteningout the room, putting things away, etc.Letter of commendation and thanksfrom the Republican State Commisiontoday. Does not pay for gas and wear on me but is appreciatedDown-town on errands, too warmto be comfortable. The Senate convenedtoday at 12:30 and Mother came overand we went up to the gallery to watchImpeachment off - court adjourneduntil Dec. 13th. Then the new SenatorsStewart from Iowa was sworn in, resolutions, etc, read on Fernald& Cummins and it was allover until Dec. 6th.
318Sunday, Nov. 14, 1926Beautiful day.Today we went again to the N. Y.Ave. Presbyterian church where Dr. Sizoopreached a most splendid sermon on "The Outlook For Religion." The music wasunusually fine - "Send Faih [Forth] Thy Light,"being one selection. After dinnerMrs. Marbury invited us to go to ridewith Mr. Marbury & herself. We droveout towards Baltimore, thro' a verybeautiful farming country, lost ourway, got onto a steep and roughback road, but came out finallyon the main highway and sped homethro' the early dusk. Had supper at the Congressional and then Mother& I went to a Presbyterian churchon B. St where we heard a very indifferent discourse on Raphael's Transfiguration. Home to my bed very weary and quickly to sleep. Feeling better today.
319Monday, Nov. 15, 192670°.Today has been most uncomfortablemuggy, oppressive, with a feeling of thunder in the air but no rainyet. I spent the morning at the officeand went down-town this P.M.to have my hair washed and to doerrands. I went to Hecht's but my oldbarber had left and I was obliged totry a new one, a youthful Frenchmanby name Marcel who is a lateimportation from Emile's, one of thefashionable shops uptown. He did it onlyfairly well. I also shopped for a book rack, etc. had a mid-afternoonlunch at a tea-room and got home feelingvery messy. A hot bath and my dinnerrestored my poise and I was able to gofor a walk with Miss Thompson and spentthe rest of the evening listening to the radio in Mrs. Marbury's room.To bed but too warm to sleep.
320Tuesday, Nov. 16, 1926Rain. Cloudburst.This morning I woke up to the soundof wind and rain. When I left thehouse, a little after nine, it was stillraining but not hard. I stopped formy paper and had gotten abouta third of the way across the park whena perfect deluge began to come down, witha terrific wind. In a moment I was wetthro', my umbrella went wrong side out& I saw I could not get across the plaza soI fled back to shelter but not untilI was soaked. Did not get to the officeuntil noon. Home to mend, etc. andeat a frugal sandwich. Called on Mrs.Dale this evening. She was full ofpolitical gossip. Has just imported acouple of Vermonters to work for her. Hometo read and then to bed. Mrs.Dale gave me a great bag of MachintoshRed apples which I have distributedabout the house.
321Wednesday, Nov. 17, 192622Clear & colder.Lovely day but fairly snappy.Spent the morning at the office,then had lunch and Mother and I went downtown in pursuit of a hat for her. Could not find one that suited us but in Raleigh'sdid find one for me, a black felt, very pretty. Also founda very neat and pretty blue crepe trimmed with grey whichwas not expensive so I got it towear when it is too warm for awool dress at the office. Wrote letter to Judge Weeks, at Marion's request, anent the appointment of Miss Lucia to State Board. Also wrote to Jim Dewey asking himto put his word in to that end. Don't know that it will help but it may.Ins. Agent came this evening andpestered me.
322Thursday, Nov. 18, 1926Rainy day.Threatening weather today. I camehome early from the office to lunch but had to go back for the P. M. as Mr. Perkins was not there today.About half-past four it began to rainand continued to pour all evening and all night, hard so I did notgo out anywhere. After dinner we sat around the living room, Miss J.& her mother being there, andchatted amiably until nearly bed time.John writes that he probably cannotmeet us in Philadelphia on ThanksgivingDay but maybe can get down for Saturday and Sunday which makesus feel that perhaps we would ratherwait until Christmas and have a longer time together. In that case I maygo to Virginia on Friday night,returning Sunday.
323Friday, Nov. 19, 1926Lovely day.Spent a very busy morning at the office, not doing any office work for there was none to do,but have addressed nearly halfof my Christmas cards and havethem all ready to send. Also wrote several letters. After I leftthe office Mother and I took a car and rode up Conn. Ave for several blocks, then got off and walked back, "window-shopping"along the way. I bought some very pretty handkercheifs but they were fairly expensive. Had lunch at Reevesand shopped vigorously. Got John's Xmasgift - a pigskin case with bottles for alcohol and witch hazel in it. Very pretty, should have gone to the Doctor's for Life Ins. examination but it was late and we were tired so did not go. Home to dinner & movies at Stanton Park. poor. 
324Saturday, Nov. 20, 1926M.Much colderThis morning there was a decided "feel" of snow in the air and a damp,cold wind penetrated to my poor bonesas I crossed the park to the Capitol.nothing much doing at the officeas nearly everyone was away. I wrote about a hundred Christmas cards and read the papers whichconstituted my morning's work. I was tomeet Amy Wilson ? '11 at one o'clock but she telephoned she could not come and as,I was not hungry and did feel cold &rather ill, I stayed home and kept quiet all afternoon and evening. Mothercame home from downtown with a new hat which I did not especially like and I read "the Thirtieth Piece of Silver." Noletters today. I got several Christmas presents done up ready to send and practically finished the cards which I have ready to address.
325Sunday, Nov. 21 1926Cold but clearer.This morning I was still feeling a bit low and had a touch of coldso I decided not to go to church.Mother started for the U. P. churchbut got discouraged and wentto N. Y. Ave. instead. Spent a quietmorning; had dinner andthis P. M. wrote a long Christmasletter to Elma which I can't now remember mailing but which I can't find so suppose I must have done so. Amy came in at six and we went down to the Grace Dodge for supper. Had a very nice visit with her. Am trying to persuade her togo to Virginia with me on Saturdayfor the Phi Beta Kappa Sesqui-Centennial. Think I can if it does not cost too much to get there.Has cleared off beautifully tonightbut is still cold.
326Cold.Monday, Nov. 22, 1926The usual routine in the office andin addition we had a sight of the erstwhilejovial senator from Indiana - not quiteso fat and self-satisfied looking as hewas in July - but in his own words: "I'ma remnant but still fighting."Wrote to Bernice Bartlett and to Pres. Baileyin response to a request as to Howard's application for a loan. Went home at one, had a poorlunch at the Methodist building and laterjourneyed down-town to arrange abouthaving pictures furnished for Christmas,also got shoes against my trip andfound out about trains, at the station,for Williamsburg on Friday. Found I cango Friday eve. at 10:00 P.M., arriveat Richmond on Sat. A.M, have breakfastand go on out to Williamsburg for theexercises, returning at 10:00 P.M. toRichmond & Washington that night. Home weary: to bed early.
327Tuesday, Nov. 23, 1926Beautiful Day.Early at the office this morning but, asusual, very little to do. Wrote severalletters and did accounts - very stupid.Got my first "close-up" of a dirigiblethis A.M. where one of the army "Blimps"fly back and forth over the Capitol,sparkling in the sunlight and looking,as Mr. Wilson remarked: "Very likea whale." I left at 12:30 and afterlunch mother and I walked downthro' the mall as far as the Smithson-ian Institution where we spent acouple of hours looking at the U.S.Historical collection. I was most interestedin the costumes of the White House ladies.Walked back to F. St. had tea, saw apretty hat in the window, which webought for mother, home to a hot bath, ashort nap and dinner. Tonight Col. Gibsonand Miss Gibson called on us. Wire fromJohn saying he cannot make Phil. this
328Wednesday, Nov. 24, 1926week so I will go to Williamsburg I guessinstead. Wednesday. nothing ofmoment at the office. Tried to gettickets for "The Constant Wife," for tonightbut failed so after doing a fewnecessary errands, Miss Thompson & I tried our luck in line for the P.M.matinee and luckily, got very goodseats. Ethel Barrymore was lovely, andhas a charming slimness which shedid not have the last time I saw her.Also lovely clothes. Clever play, very"modern", satirical, scintillating; enjoyedit thoroughly. Found mother feelingsome better when I got home. Tonightthe sorority crowd over while Mrs.Burgess & Mrs. Moore area presiding geniihad what they called a "Tacky Partyat the house. If involved, horriblecostumes - "tacky indeed," and muchnoise from a very jazzy orchestra.
329Thursday, Nov. 25, 1926Thanksgiving Day.at Bessie Thayer Chandler's.Takoma Park, Md.Also food. We hung over the stair rail for awhile and went to bed with the dinstill on. This A.M. Mother thought shecould not go out to Bessie's butafter a while felt better. We met Bernard& Edmund at the Cosmos Club, pickedup Dr. Thompson, whom I had notmet before and went out to Takomafor dinner. Bessie has bobbedher hair and it would be verybecoming were it waved. The boyshave grown a lot since June andRoger is not so cunning as he was.Had a nice dinner and agreat deal of interesting conversation.Bernard brought us home thro' RockCreek Park. We ate a frugal lunch in our room and went to the Libraryfor a couple of hours. Much surprisedto find it raining when we cameout. Home in a taxi to bed.
330Friday, Nov. 26, 1926Gloomy Day.Rather more busy than usual at the officethis morning. Left about one and wentdowntown as far as the station to get ticketsetc for Richmond, then to Grace Dodge forhair dresser, then on to F. St. to buy a redflower for my coat, etc. In the meantime itbegan to get cloudy and finally pouredwhile it continued to do nearly allevening. After a very poor dunner [dinner]I packed my bag or rather Mother's which I borrowed, called on poor Mr. Inman whois ill in bed, and got off at 10:30 for my train.Clambered into my upper birth and was soonasleep. Woke up at seven to find myself inRichmond. In the dressing-room I foundthree other ladies bound for Williamsburg, aDr. Peters - very homely, from Syracuse, a friendof hers from Goucher, a Miss Pistorio fromGeorge Washington, and a very pretty youngwoman from Leland Stanford, by nameMrs. Ernest Smith, representing her
331Saturday, Nov. 27, 1926Phi Beta Kappa Sesqui-CentenialWilliamsburg. Va.fraternity. We joined forces for breakfast in the stationrestaurant then took a taxi across to the C. & Ostation and got on train to Williamsburg. Therewe were met by autos and taken to the collegewhere we registered, were shown to our rooms& came out after a hasty powdering of ournoses, to join the half-mile long academicprocession led by various intellectualnotables and gay with the rainbow colors ofacademic hoods. We met at last in the lovelyPhi Beta Kappa Memorial Bldg. and listened toa very interesting and entertaining program. The main address on "An Aristocratic Democracy",given by Dr. Van Dyke was a joy, also oneby the Vice-Rector and the poem by JohnErskine. A buffet lunch in the Refectory andthen we were taken by a young Biology professorto Jamestown where we visited the Old Church,saw Pocohantas & John Smith in bronze, keepingguard over the shores where 300 years ago they lived in the flesh. This is a beautiful place
332Sunday, Nov. 28, 1926but a cold wind blew off the yellow watersof the river which sent a shiver thro' us. Back to  W. and then we were driven around to see allthe places of interest there, including the beautifulold Bruton Parish Church, one of the loveliest if not the very loveliest I've ever seen. We saw the "Audrey House" made famous by Mary Johnston'snovel, the Peyton Randolf House etc. Home to dressfor dinner which was a gay affair with very much food including roast chicken,roast ham, fried oysters, sweet & white potatoes,tomatoes, celery, salad, pies, two kinds, ice cream & cake - Very good speeches by the Pres. Dr. Chandler, the Toastmaster, Mr. Shepardson,  Mary E. Wooley & Dr. Finley. Whom I went up &spoke with afterwards. Presented my letter of into. [intro.] to Dr. Montgomery who was nice. Sat next to a very attractive man. Pro. Jones. Had a good time. Home to bed.This morning saw campus, took train for R.  met Mr. Wilard Reed of Boston, friend of Mr. Ballard's & Miss. Dorothy Wilson. ΚΑΘ from
333Monday, Nov. 29, 1926Goucher college - very attractive. Home in mid-afternoon and then to church with Mother to hear Dr. Brown of Yale whopreached a fine sermon on "What ItMeans to Be a Christian." Home to supper, read and to bed, very tired.This morning is beautiful and I was up early, being wakened by the laundress lady. To the office as usualnothing of excitement happening. Startedto "write up" the Williamsburg trip butit goes slowly. I am not able to command the language necessary to do it. Wroteseveral letters and did some other work. No letter from John today andtherefore Mother is in a deep gloom.Went down-town to return the caseto W. & L. and then on to Conn. Ave.for a physical examination for Life Insurance. Very simple andsoon over. Spent evening in conversation
334 Tuesday, Nov. 30, 1926with the group downstairs and reading.Not feeling quite good this morning buthave improved as the day wears on.Not busy at the office but have beenbusy on my Κ.ΑΘ account which I should finish tomorrow. Mother cameover and to quiet her anxiety overthe failure of John to write I wired him and late today had a reply in whichhe said he would come Dec. 24th forChristmas. I hope he really wants to do it.I would much prefer N. Y. where the gayetyand the prospect of seeing some of my friends would make Christmas much moreagreeable to contemplate. If John comes here hewill be bored to tears, will sit and smoke& invent excuses for going back as soon aspossible and will go, leaving nobodywith any happy memories of Christmas,but, of course, Mother can't see that andI'm willing, if he is.
335Wednesday, Dec. 1, 1926Damp. cold, dreary.Fairly busy in the office today. Alsohad calls from Miss JosephineWood, Insurance and fromand an old gentleman, hailing fromBrattleboro, Vt. Who called to pay his respects to a fellowVermonter. Nothing yet for Barbara and I'm afraid we won't get a jobfor her that will pay enough to live on. Went down-town this afternoonto return John's case and then to theLife Ins. examiner who listened to my heart, etc. I don't see quite howhe knows whether I'm sound or not, butthat is his look-out, not mine andwe will let it go at that. Walkedback down to F. St. bought myselfsome chocolate peppermints andcame on home. Quiet evening at home with Erskine's Galahad.
336Thursday, Dec. 2, 1926Cold - windyI woke up in the night to hear awild wind blowing and the doorsall rattling. This A.M. when I wentout an icy blast greeted me. Motherbroke her tooth off at breakfast andis in a deep gloom therefore. Busyall monring. Intended to go down-town this P.M. but finally decidedagainst it on account of the dampwind and my own lassitude. Calledup & found that Ruth Shepard wasback so we went to dinnertogether at the Methodist Bldg. andthen came home & sat quietly inconversation until late evening.Did up Christmas parcels andwent to bed early. Letter fromCastleton asking for sources ofPersian legend used as anillustration last year Oct. when I spoke there. Don't know where
337Friday, Dec. 3 192623Rent duetoday.I got it but think from a sermonof Hugh  Black's preached at Holyoke whenI was a student there. Warmer thismorning but damp and gloomy.Mr. C in today for a long harangueon prohibition, ethics, sex equalityand so on. I went down-townat eleven and bought Mother's Xmaspresent, a lovely bag @ $19.75 - blackpin seal, with much room in it. Alsogot bath salts, etc for aunts. Thisevening had an appointment withInsurance agent, and then spentthe rest of the evening doingup Christmas parcels and writingcards. To bed but not verygood night's sleep. Dreamed I waslost in a sugar-woods withmany brooks winding through itall looking alike.
338Saturday, Dec. 4, 1926Cold, gloomy, damp, day.Had a letter from the owner of the car whom wescraped on Oct. 30 on way home from Burlingtonwho wants $7.50 for having a new fender.I sent it to Bill Gallagher to adjust, knowingquite well I have no responsibility.This afternoon I went down to the Grace Dodge to get my hair washed and later down-town to shop and do various errands. The stores are already crowded with Christmas buyers. and it is difficult to get a clerk to wait on one. There are beautiful things in the stores which quite make one's mouth water but it is rather difficult to chose with a long list and a small amount of money. Nevertheless it is fun and Idon't want it to be a bit different.Wrote a bit on my article for the Theta Journal but couldn't finish it.
339Sunday, Dec. 5, 1926Conference on Cause & Cure of War - Dec. 5- 10.Hotel Washington, D. C.Sleet and snow against the windows woke me up this morning. We wentto church and in spite of the stormthere was a good audience and the sermon was excellent. Home to dinnerand after wards we sat around in the parlor until suddenly I realizedthat it was time to go downtownto the opening meeting on the causeand cure of war. It was at the Belascotheatre and I had to walk thro' the snow several blocks before I located it. Was too late to hear opening addressby Gen. Bliss but heard one by an Englishmanand one by a German; the latter text was clearly "Deutschland uber alles." as usual. Home to dress & went to Hotel W. tosupper. Met there Gladys Gleason Brookes,Mrs. Preston and saw several others whom I knew. Very good supperand good converstion. Cold.
340Monday, Dec. 6, 19262nd Session, 69th Congress, 1926opens.We were all in place this morningand I went up to listen to the openingguns of the 2nd Session. The new senators,Hawes, Stewart, Walsh and Gould weresworn in. Sen. Walsh (Mont.) tried to startsomething about Gould which produceda moment's embarrassment. I spottedFrancis Parkinson Keyes in her red dress &hat in the gallery. Soon over and weadjourned for the day. This evening Iwent down to the Conference. Veryinteresting session on armaments andthe Seneca Conference - several peoplespoke including Congressman Burton,Norman Angell, etc. Saw Gladys Gleason Brooks, who, as usuallooked stunning. I can never make her out but she wins my admirationfor her way of doing her hair, herposture and general methods ofappearing, at least, to be
341Tuesday, Dec. 7, 1926at the top of the world.Today was very busy because thebills delayed yesterday by the earlyadjournment came in in dozens.The total was not
342Wednesday, Dec. 8, 1926Dinner as guest of Miss Hope Thompson
343Thursday, Dec. 9, 1926Banquet of Conference.
344Friday, Dec. 10, 1926Dinner at Grace Dodge.
346Sunday, Dec. 12, 1926very tired this morning so I decided not to go to church. Mother wentto N.Y. Ave. After dinner I called Ruthand arranged to meet her at the"Allies Inn" and go for a walk. Visited the Red Cross Bldg. walked down towards the river and were caught in the rain by the memorial so had to take a bus home. Called at the hotelfor a few minutes. Home: had supperat the Congressional: felt I should goto church so went to the Temple thro'the pouring rain and was much dis-appointed to hear a very poor sermonwhich neither edified nor inspiredme. Home to read Kathleen Norris"Hildegarde" which I was so muchinterested in that I hardly could believethat it was midnight. Quickly to my bed. Pouring rain allnight.
349Wednesday, Dec. 15, 1926Snow storm. Recieved a letter from Aunt Helentoday saying that Aunt Harriet has been very ill for a couple of weeks. Is now better but none too fit and plans to go to Florida as soon as she is able. Also letter from Dora saying she and Charlie are planning to come to Washington on Dec. 24th for the week-end. Rathercomplicates the program but I cannotbe helped so I wired her to come on.Very busy day at office and didnot get home until after six. Ruthcame for dinner and we later went to hear John McCormack at theauditorium. Enjoyed it thoroughly,especially the ballad numbers. Had a great time getting the right car home.Very much colder tonight andvery slippery as the snow has frozen in a thin film on the walks.
350Thursday, Dec. 16, 1926MColdest day so far.I spent last night getting up and locatingthings which rattled. A cold wind blewall night and I nearly got a chill inmy bed. My fur coat still out of Commissionso I had to wear a sweater and galoshesto work. Very slippery indeed. Had a verybusy morning but rather a stupidafternoon with long waits between work.I went up to the gallery to listen toMr. Heflin's denunciation of the Fall-Dohemy [Doheny]case decision - very much stirred up, he was.Home for dinner and spent earlyevening in the parlor downstairs inpleasant conversation. Mr. & Mrs. Henrycame in. Later to our room and didup Christmas packages for upwards of anhour. I am nearly thro' with it nowtho' I have pictures still to send tovarious people. To bed and to sleepalmost at one; not awake until7:30.
353Sunday, Dec. 19, 192624Very cold day.Mother and I were invited to go tothe Foundry Methodist Church withRuth to hear Bishop McDowell.we had to walk several blocks andI nearly froze, or so it seemed to me.The sun shines today but the mercuryis only 17° above and a coldwind blows. Very good sermon onthe miracle of the feeding of thefive thousand. Came home on thecar part way then Ruth and I stoppedoff at the Allies Inn and hada very good dinner after whichwe went across to the CorcoranGallery and spent a couple ofhours looking at the pictureswhich were very interesting. Hometoward night and had supperwith Mother at the Congressional.Did not go to church again Iwas so cold.
356Wednesday, Dec. 22, 1926Congress adjournedfor Christmas recess.Very hectic day with a good dealof last minute work on the variousbills etc. but finally Congressadjourned until January 3rd. at12 M. for which I was thankfuland still am. I am unable to decideabout whether or not to go to the V.P's.dinner tomorrow inasmuch as Idid not have a chance to see Mr.Crockett to consult him. Mr. Burke andMr. Watkins are strongly in favor but Ithink there is a question. Very busy at homedoing up packages still. Finally got Jean'spicture framed and packed and Mortenguided me to the Senate P.O. to mail it,also Mrs. McLaughlin's tea. Telegram fromDora to the effect that she will arrive onthe Washingtonian on Friday P.M.Mr.
357Thursday, Dec. 23, 1926The Vice-President's DinnerI could not make up mind to go to theV.P's. dinner but when I came to workI had almost decided I would not. ThenMr. Crockett & Mr. Halsey came in andgave me some thing to do and said ofcourse I must go, so I hurried hometo change into my chiffon dress &came back. Was escorted over by Mr Wilson,sat between Mr. Craven & Mr. Fester,had a good dinner, got on very wellwith my speech, had a grand timemet Mr. Dawes & had a nice chatwith him. Col. Thayer & Mr. Ives gaveme flowers from the tables, we hadour pictures taken about ten timesand I surely was glad I went.fortunately I had had my hairdone early this morning andwas ready. Home about fourand later went down townto shop. Crowds everywhere -
358Friday, Dec. 24, 1926This morning I did not go to the officeat all but hied myself downtown tofinish some last-minute shopping andget Dicky a book. He already has somuch that he won't know what to dowith it all. Ordered Mrs. Dale's flowerswent three times to the station tomeet D. & C, finally they arrived 1 1/2 hourslate, but looking fine and feeling in a holiday mood. Thro'  Mrs. Rogers I gottickets for them to go to the midnightmass tonight. As I was walking over toget the ticket I met Mr. Perkins who toldme there was mail at the office so Icame over for that and some fruit whichwe were given by Col. Thayer. Had supper andat 7:45 went to meet John at the train.Which was 15 min. late. They were singingcarols in the station. John arrived and weall went to the White House, got a glimpseof Mr & Mrs. Coolidge, listened to the music
359Saturday, Dec. 25, 1926Christmas Day. Rained hard.On way back found James who with D. & C.& John came up to the  house and stayed late.Woke up feeling a bit weary this morning,due, no doubt to several nights of too littlesleep. Down to breakfast and back to openmy gifts which were unusually lovely, usefuland thoroughly acceptable. Mrs. Dale calledto ask James and me to dinner which wasa bit upsetting to my plans but Jamesagreed, we drove down and called on Dora & C.and explained it to them and I got cardsto make place cards for the dinner. Mrs. D.wanted us to get the ice cream from Rancher's. Wewent but it was not ready: waited and had a close connection with lunch. Finally got there.The Greene's did not come so I sat besideSenator Shiptead [Shipstead] who was very jolly. Had anice time. Home for a nap. This evening John took usall to dinner at the Willard and then we wentinto the rain but in James' car, to see "Betsey", amusical comedy which was quitegood. Home and sat around the livingroom until one o'clock. Very tired indeed.
360Sunday, Dec. 26, 1926Clearing sky, colder.I woke up feeling very weary indeed andas the room was a sight with wrappings,presents, etc, in fine disafrray I did notgo to church but stayed home to get orderwhile Mother went. John & James cameup at one for lunch and we afterwardtook a long drive in James' car - Iwent over to take some gifts for theBurke children, then to call on Dorawho was out, then down the speedwayto the Memorial and home again.The boys went down to the hotel to packMother took a nap and I took Dora& Charlie over to call on Mrs. Dale. Gotout just in time to join James, John &Mother for supper at the Union Stationrestaurant before John got his trainfor New York at seven. James broughtus home and stayed until aboutnine-thirty. He is to start backto Phil. early in the morning.
361Monday, Dec. 27, 1926Almost too weary to get up this morningbut finally made it and got overto the office about ten o'clock whereI found still more Christmas cardsand letters waiting. No work to speakof and very few of the force on.Home almost noon and spentthe afternoon on the bed in a doze.Dora called about four and laterI piloted her and Charlie to theCongressional Library which they thoughtwas as much of a sight as they hadseen anywhere in Washington. Theyasked Mother & me to dinner withthem but she was too tired. I went andhad a good dinner at the Grace Dodgeand later Dora treated us to ashow "The Vagabond King" which wasvery tuneful and entertaining.Home to bed grateful for achance to go there.
362Tuesday, Dec. 28, 1926Poured all daywoke up to hear the rain and it hasbeen coming down in tons all day.I went to the office at 9:30 andstayed until 1:30 then had lunchat the Methodist Bldg. and wenthome to spend the afternoon washingand mending and taking anap. Put away my Christmas presentsand got a modicum of order. Stillraining this evening so I stayedin and sewed and read. Stilltired but gradually coming to. Dora& Charlie left this morning for N.Y.We surely had a lovely Christmas, oneof the nicest for many years with somany of us together. I had such prettygifts and everyone was well and ina good humor.  I am invited outto Bessie's for lunch tomorrow atone and mother is asked forFriday. To bed weary.
363Wednesday, Dec. 29, 1926Spent the morning at the officeleaving at 11:45 to dress to go outto Bessie's. She telephoned that if Iwould be at the Pennsylvania ticketoffice on 14th St. at 12:30 I could ride outwith Mrs. Collinwood. I was there promptly andwaitied exactly one hour for Mrs. C. who finallycame and we got out there quickly. Had a nice lunch and pleasant visit. I couldhardly hold my own in a conversationconcerning children's adnoids and familybudgets, and problems of infant feeding butI was a good listener. Got home just intime for dinner and was glad tospend a quiet evening in thehouse. Have decided that I willmake my usual New Year's attackon a cash account , and a better book keeping system. Itwill last two or three monthsmaybe.
364Thursday, Dec. 30, 1926Spent the morning at the officearranging my books ready forwork on Jan. 3rd and writingChristmas notes. After lunch Iwent to the train to meet LauraHayden, conducted her to the GraceDodge and later took her on atour of the Capitol and the Libraryand brought her home for dinnerafter which we went downtownto a movie - Colleen Moore in"Twinkletoes", quite good by verypoor supporting vaudeville.Home to bed finally, very sleepyand glad that the office is not ingreat need of my services tomorrow.Had a nice letter from BessieHeidger and one from Aunt Mary.
365Friday, Dec. 31, 1926.Cold, raw day.This morning I decided not to go to theoffice as I had many errands to do andno more vacation. Went down to Becher's andordered a canvas case made for my lovelyblue bag which cost $15.00, a frightful sumbut the only way to keep it nice. Had a mostannoying time trying to change my slipat Hecht's, could not get an appointment for ahair trim. Delayed so long couldn't get homein time on car so I had to take a taxi andeven then was too late to see Mother whohad already left for Takoma Park. I pursued herover to the car line & got there in time to put her on.Home and down to meet Laura there to lunch atHappiness Store, back to Hecht's for a hair cut andthen loitered along the street and finallyhelped Laura buy a hat. Home at four andhad a bath and a nap. This eveningMother and I went to church at 11.00& heard a good sermon. lovely music. Out ontostreet in time to hear the bells and
366Memorandawhistles ushering in the New Year. Wewalked down F St. and were deafenedby the cries of horns, and all kindsof other noises. Home to bed ready forNew Year's Day. The year 1926 has been, on the whole, a good one for me. My worksaved me from all sorts of things. I haveenjoyed it all and so far have not lostthe sense of expectancy with which I go toit every day. I realize that my physicalpowers are not what they were like yearsago. And I don't think they are what theyought to be. but in every other way I feelmore equal to life than ever before, havingacquired some philosophy and a certain freedom of spirit which I wish I mighthave had years ago. It takes time to outgrowyouthful inhibition. I hope that the nextyear will hold as much of progress andgrowth as has the one which passestonight and more of physical vigor.
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