Washington April 30 1820My Dear Friend,I believe you will begin to think I have takenup my board here for good and all.  Two weeks since, I had noexpectation of being here at this time; but affairs have takenan unexpected turn, the negotation between the Spanish min-ister and our government have been broken off, and thereis much disagreement as to the most prudent & proper courseto be pursued by our government toward Spain- There is anunwillingness in congress to allow any member to leave hereunless in case of sickness; and indeed there is an improprietyin leaving while it is possible that this subject may lead usinto a war- If this subject had been settled according tothe expectations of the country, I should at this time beenon my way home, instead of writing this letter.  But as itis I shall not tarry here much longer.  I am but littlesatisfied with the business done this session, and indeed theaffairs of the nation is in a bad way, and for any thingI can expect will take place, must continue such for sometime at least- I am sensible I ought to be at home, &I assure you my mind, my affection, and indeed every thingwhich renders life desirable, is there; and god willing I intendto be there in person before long.  My health continues
good, and if I could know that yours and the childrens were soI should feel somewhat relieved- I have not received any letterfrom you or even Samuel for three weeks past, your lastwas dated more than a month since- I expected one or morefrom you, but conclude you expected I should leave thisplace before your letters would arrive- and indeed some timesince I did expect to be at home about this time and itwas the general expectation here one month since that con-gress would adjourn on the 17 of this month, & now it is evenprobable they will not adjourn short of two weeks making itthe 15 of May- I shall not say anything about the farmin this letter, having been particular in some of the letterswhich I have written heretofore.  I have written at least onceeach week, and if you have not received them regularlythey must have miscarried- on this passage- I havewritten to Samuel by this mail & shall write to him againbefore I return.With the most sincere prayers for your happinessI remain your affectionate friendSaml C CraftsGive my love to Mary, & our friendsS.C. CraftsApril 30. 1920
	
